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NOVEMBER

Sa+urdq¥

Mos+ Peoyle look forward +o the %oh’days, but the
s+re+c\'\ between 'ﬂ\ahkssivihs and C)nris-fmas J'usi'
makes me a nervous wreck. T you make a mistake
in the first eleven months of the year, its no bis
deal. But if you do 50me+\wih3 wrohg duriha +he
\\oliéay seasohn, you're gonha pay for it.

MAYBE YOU WOULDVE
GOTTEN MORE
PRESENTS IF YOU
HADNT PINCHED YOUR
BROTHER LAST WEEK!

T+'s too much pressure o be on 7/our best behavior
for a whole month. The most T can req||)/ handle
iS Six_or Seven days in a row. So if +¥\e7/ moved
ﬂ\ahkssivihs +to -H\e week before Chris-l'rnds, it
would be fine b)/ me.



Kids whose families dont celebrate Christmas

are |uck)/ because +¥\e7/ dont have o stress out

whenever 'H'\e)/ do someﬂ\ihs wrong at +his time
of 7/ear. Thn fact ) T Nave a few friends in that
ca’resor)/ who T think act a little extra J'erky

around how Jus’r because ‘H\e)/ can.

The ‘H\ihs that REALLY makes me nervous is this
whole Santa issve. The fact that he can see you
when )/ou're sleeping and knows when )/ou're awake
rea"y creeps me out. So Tve started wearing
sweatpants to bed because T rea||7/ dont need

Santa seeing me in my underwear.




Tmnot reo\lly convinced that Santa has the time o
kee\) an eye on you +weh+7-{our hours a day “h)’\'"*)’-
T fisure he can ohly check in on each kid once or
twice a year for a few seconds—and with my luck,
+ha+ Ba‘)?ehs a+ the mos+ embarrassihﬁ moments.

Tf Santa really DOES see eVer7/+’nih3 you do,
then T could be in trouble. So when T write Hm,
T dont say what T want for Christmas and all
that. T use my letters to paint myself in the best
PossiHe |i3¥\+.

Dear Sonta,
T did not+ throw a crab opple
at Mrs. Taylor's cot, even
+hou3h it miglﬁ-’ve looked
that way from a distance.
Sincerey,
Greg Heff Ie)'




Then there’s +his "No\usl'ﬂ‘)/ or Nice” list ﬂ\e)l’re
alwo\ys +a|kih3 about. You hear about i+, but

you never c\c+ua||>/ get to SEE i+, so its vp to
grown-ups to +ell 7’ou where 7/ou stand at dh)l
siVeh momen-t. Ahc} 50me+"\ih3 about that Jus+
doesnt seem ria}ﬁ.

IF YOU HELP ME WITH THESE
GROCERIES, TLL BET IT
WILL BE JUST ENOUGH TO
1\ MAKE SANTAS “NICE" LIST!

T kind of wonder how accurate the list reall7/ 3
ahyway. There’s a kid named Jared Pyle who lives
up the street from me, and if theres ANYONE
who deserves to be on the "Naua\-\-}y" lis+,

i+s him. But last year he got a dirt bike for
Christmas, so dont even ask me WHAT Santa was
‘ﬂ\ihkiha on THAT one.

Ll,
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L+5 not just Santa Tve got to worry about,
either. Last year when Mom was going +\\rou3§\

some old boxes, she found a homemade doll from

her childhood.

Mom said the doll is called “Santa’s Scout” and
+hat his J'ob is to watch how kids behave and +hen
rePor-!' back to Santa at the North Pole.




Well, T'm not a fan of that idea. First of all, T

ﬂ'\ihk 7/ou "\cwe a rish‘l’ +to PriVacy n 7lour owh }\ome.
And second, Santa’s Scout gives me the willies.

—
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T dont rea||>/ buy the idea that this doll is
feedih\g Santa information, but Just in case, T
+r>/ +o be extra soocl whenever T'm in the same

room as Santa’s Scout.
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But it Probabl)/ doesnt matter ahyway, because
my older brother, Rodrick, is cohs+ah+l7/ feeding

Santa's Scout bad information about me.

I, GREG HEFFLEY,
TOOK A TWENTY-
DOLLAR BILL OUT OF
MY MOTHER'S PURSE.

(( o)

EVery morhing when T wake vp, Santa’s Scout is in

a hew P\ace , which T guess is SUPPosed to prove that
he traveled o the North Pole oVerhish*h But Tm
starting to wonder if it's rea||7/ Rodrick who moves him.




Todqy we took all our Christmas decorations out
of the storage room in the basement. We have
boxes full of ornaments, and some of them are
Pre++7l old. There’s one with a picture of me and
Rodrick +akih3 a bath in the sink thats rea||7/

embarrassihs, but Mom wont let me throw it out.

We put vp the tree in the livihs room and started
‘-\ahsihs ornaments on it. M)/ little brother,
Mdhh)/, was +akih3 a_hap upstairs, and when he
woke up and found out we were decoraﬁhs +he
tree without him, he had a total mel+down.



The reason Mahh7/ was so upset was because
someohe Euhs his favorite ornament, +his cand
cane he rea”)/ likes. So Mom took it off the 4ree
and handed i+ to Mahhy +o \\ahs up himself.

<SNIFF:

But Mahhy wanted his ornament to be the
FIRST one on the tree, so that meant we had
+o take all the decorations down, Just so he could
get his way.



And that's J'us‘r the kind of ‘H\ihs that }mPPehs
n ry house eVer)/ sihsle Jay.

Mom hasnt started to use the threat of Santa
as a4 way of getting Mahhy to behave, but T'm
sure she will soon. T dont think it's such a sood
s+ra+e37/ for kee‘)ihs us in line, +\'\ou3)n. Because
+¥-\e second C\'\riermas is over, Mom doesnt haVe

dh7/ real |eVera3e.

WELL! THE EASTER

BUNNY IS GOING TO BE

VERY DISAPPOINTED
% IN YOU BOYS!

Olp

— g’
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Ris}ﬁ' before ‘ﬂmhkssivihs brmk, ‘H\ere was a
contest at school to see who could come up with
the best dh‘h’-bullyihs slosah, and the 3rahd prize
was a pizza ?ar+>/ for the winhing team.

Only YOU
can STOP
BULLYING!

Form a team of up tofive people and
comme up with the best anti-bullying
slogan. The winning teamwill get a
PIZZA PARTY in the cafeterial
Let's make bullying extinct!

EVeryohe wanted that pizza Par+7/, and Peovle
Ji&h? care WHAT ‘H\ey Ba& to Jo to win it. Two
groups of girls in my srade came up with slogans
+hat were reall)/ similar, and each group accused
the other one of stealing their idea.




'ﬂ\e whole situation spun out of control, and
eVeh+ua||7 +he vice Prihciya\ had o step in to stop
it {rom turning into a full-scale riot.

Qur school ohly has one legitimate bully +his year
ahyway, and l\is hame is Dennis Root. Ahd wiﬂ\
all +he sighs and posters eVeryw\\ere, Tm Pre‘H'y
sure the message is getting ‘H‘\rous\\ +o him.

[BULLDOZE &5 BULLYING|

STOP

BULLYING
NOW




The day before ﬂmhkssivihs there was a bis
ahﬁ-bu"yihs assembly, and eVeryohe in the

auditorium was |ookih3 at Dennis the whole time.

I kind of fel+ SOrr)/ for \\im, so I tried +o make
him feel better.

. @
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Even though Dennis is the oh|7l real bully in_our
school this year, we had a BUNCH of them
LAST year. Peo\Dle were cohs+ah+|7/ getting Picked
on at recess, So +he teachers set vp-a station on
+he \)laysrouhcl where kids could press a button if
‘H’\ey needed +o se-l' a Srowh-u‘)’s attention.

TELL-A-TEACHER
STATION

13



Well, the Tell-a-Teacher station Just ended up
beihg a convenient Place for +he bullies +o hahs
out and find their next victims.

The teachers say TEASING counts as bullyihs,
‘oo, but T dont think there’s dh7’ wa7/ -H\ey're
gonna_put a stop to THAT. Kids are a|wa7/s
calling each other hames and that kind of ﬂ\ihs
at my school. Thn fact, one of the reasons T try
to s+q7/ under the radar is because T dont want
to end vp getting stuck with a nickname like
Cody Johnson did.

Th kihclersar-l'eh Cocl)/ s+e\>\7eci in_Some doa poop

at recess, and ever since then Peo‘ﬂe have called

}'\im "Dookie."
14



And T'm not J'us+ +a|kih3 about the kids, either.
I,m +a|kih3 about the teachers and even the
PRINCIPAL.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
DOOKIE JOHNSON FOR
GETTING STRAIGHT AS IN
THE THIRD QUARTER!

@

T +ell you this: T£ T ever 3e+ a hickname like
Dookie, T move 4o a different town.

15



But what would ?robably happen is that someone
from m7/ OLD school would move o m7/ hew town

and the whole +\-\ih3 would Just start back vp again.

HEY!
DOOKIE!

The teachers c\|wa75 say +hat when you're getting
Picked on, you should tell an adult. T +hink +hat's
a sood idea, but it didnt work out so well when T
was. getting bullied.

There was +his kid who lived in the heis}\bor\'\oocl

hext to mine, and for some reason eVer)/ohe called

Kim "Nas-l'y Pants.”

16



EVery time me and my friend Rowley went
ﬂ'\rous\'\ Nas+>/ Pants’s heishbor"\ood ) }xe c)\asecl us
with a stick.

]

The ‘H\ihs +hat rea||>/ stunk was that me and
Rowley used the woods in that heis}xbor\wood as a
shortcut o get o school. So we started havihs

to g0 out of our way +o avoid 3e+h'h3 harassed 57'
Nas+>/ Pants.

17



We did EXACTLY what the teachers are always
+e||ih3 us to do, and com?hihed +o the vice
principal. But Vice Prihci\:al R°7' said that since
Nas+7/ Pants didn+ go to our school, there was
hoﬂu'hg he could really do about it.

VAN
. L]

O

After 3eHih3 chased a few more times, T
decided I)d "\ad ehous"\, So I told Dad about
the sitvation. T was afraid Dad was gonha say T
heeded to +ou3}\eh vp and deal with +he Prob\em
m75e|f, but he svr?rised me. Dad said that HE
had ProHems with a bu||7 at my age and he knew
Just what T was going ﬂ\rous*\.

18 -




Dad’s bully was hamed Bi||7/ S+q\>|es, and Bi"/s
favorite -Hu'hs to do was Pih a kid's arm behind his
back and hold i+ there until he cried.

Dad said that the kids in the heig\'\bor“\oocl
told +heir parents about BEH)/ and +¥\e7 all went
to Bi”)/'s house to confront his mom and dad.
Mr. Staples made Billy promise fo never ?ick on
ahyohe ever again, and Dad said Bi||7/ burst into

+tears ahcl mis\ﬁ )ncwe even wet Hs Pah+s.

T



Well, after hearing that story, T dont think Bill)/
Staples would Ve been any match for Nas+7/ Pants.
But T 4old Dad T liked the idea of complaining to
+he bully's parents. T called up Rowley and +old
him to come over and to brihg his Jad, because we

needed as much backu‘) as we could get.

Dad knocked on Nas+>/ Pants’s Joor, and we
waited for one of his ?qreh'i's o open it.

Toal
KNOCK| .| -
wiock

S\ A L\



But Nqs+7/ Pants HIMSELF came to the door,
and me and Rowley took off.

#:’ ?

T guess T shouldve described Nas+7 Pants 4o
Dad, because it took him a while to understand
that the kid who came to +the door was the one

who was causing us all +hat +rouble.

Dad talked to Mrs. Pants, and she told Dad her
son was oh|>/ five and that he Just gets a li++e

wouhd up sometimes.

LIKE A DIRTY
DjIAPER. P.L.!




On the way home, Dad was ?reﬁy mad at me for
letting myseh[ get bullied 57/ a kid who was still in
kihdersaﬁeh. But let me Just say in my defense
+hat when some kid is c\wasihs you with a stick,
7/ou dont 5+°? 4o ask him how old he is.

T&d&)ﬂ

'ﬂ\ey +ook the last piece of ?la)/srouhd equipment
away at school +oday. We started off the year
with all sorts of ﬂu’hss, like mohkey bars and
swihss and s+uf1(, but now 'H-\e Playarouhc} IS an
emP+7/ sawdus+ Pi‘h

So recess is basically like a prison yard.

22



T Neard +he school was }mvihs trouble ‘m)/ihs
+he insurance for +he Vlo?/srouhd, so eVery +ime
there was some kind of accident or in Jury on a
?iece of equi‘)merd', +he easiest ﬂ'\ihﬁ +o do was

JUS“’ remove it.

Th October, Francis Knott went ﬂ)/iha off +he
swing set and landed on the seesaw, so that took
out two big items right +here.

We los+ ﬂ\e mohkey bars w‘weh a 3Jr| haumed
Christine Hissihs climbed o the ‘I’oP and then 3o+
+oo scared to come down.

23



The teachers arent allowed to touch kids, so
ﬂ\e)/ had o call Christine’s parents to come and
3e+ her.

U

TIAYTLY

EVeh+uo\||7/ the oh|7/ piece of equipment lef+ was
the balance beam, and T {isured hobody could get
hurt on THAT ‘I’}\ihs. But believe it or not, some
idiot wasn+ lookihs where he was going +he other
Jay, so now thats gohe, too.

24



Without any ?lo\)/srouhd equipment, there’s really
hoﬂ\ihs for us 1o do. But the teachers won+
even let us sit Jowh, because +¥\e7 say we have 4o

s+a7 “active.

N N I
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And it's not like you‘re allowed o bn’hs in +o7/s

or Video games to kee\) yourself occu?ied, either.

Ih fnc+, if you 3e+ caush-k with a +o>1 on -H\e
Playarouh& , il get confiscated. Last week
50me{>od7/ found a miniature car buried in the sawdust
+hat looked like it had been there for years.

25



The car had three missing wheels, but ?eovle were
so Jesyenﬁe for entertainment that ﬂ\e)/ lined up
+o \)ld)’ with i+ while others keP+ lookout.

f
| §

Now there’s a black market for toys at our school.
C"\ris-fo‘)‘\er S-hxhsel broug\'\‘f in a bunch of Lesos
from home 7es+erda7/, and T Kear a sihsle brick will
set you back 1[5'('{‘7/ cents.

7\

L)

ﬂ'\e teachers have banned a bunch of games we
used to ?‘“}" too. Last week a group of boys were
Playihs Freeze Tas, but one of them got hurt

w\weh someohe s}xoVeJ Hm from be}u’hd.

26



So now were not allowed to touch each other or
even RUN. Toda)/ People were P\ayiha “Air Tagn
and getting around 57/ s?eed-walkiha , but it

wasn+ rea||7/ +he same.

SHUFFLE
s SHUFFLE

Tf you ask me, T think Peoyle are getting too
carried away with all +his sa-fe+7 stuff. T went +o
Mahhy's peewee soccer game, and all the kids had
to wear bicycle helme+s.

T’ne oh|7l sooci ‘H’\ihs about +)ne ?|q713rouh&
equipment beihs gone is +hat now T ac+un||7/ have

a chance to start doihs well in school.

27



T'm one of +hose ?eoyle who has a hard +ime
focusihs when the teacher is +a|kih3, and when
another class is }\avihs recess rish‘r outside the

window, it$ Prac+ica||7/ imPossible +o pay attention.

Wedhesda?z

OK, T +ake back what T said about beihg sla&
+he Playgrouhd equipment is gone. Now +he kids
at recess dont have ahyﬂ-\ihs to do, so -H\e)/ Just
stare in ﬂ\rous}\ the windows. And that’s seriously
Jis+rac-h'h3 when )lou're +r7/ih3 to take a test.




T+ doesnt helP that T'm not exdcﬂ)l the fastest
test-taker. Tn third 3rade T had a teacher
named Mrs. Sinclair who +au3\'\+ us all these great
+ricks for rememberihs mul-h'\)lica-h'oh facts. But

‘H\ey seriously slow me down.

J3 EIGHT TIMES FOUR IS THIRTY-TWO, J7

THIRTY-TWO, THIRTY-TWO!
d EIGHT TIMES FOUR IS THIRTY-TWO, J
AND NOW YOU KNOW ITS TRUE!

-]
OUU

(TO THE TUNE g’ (
OF “MARY HAD A \
LITTLE LAMB")

— A |—
Earlier this year we had a math teacher named Mr.
S\aarks who used to stand on his chair eVer)/ +ime

‘\e wah‘i’eé us to remember Someﬂ\ihs imPor+ah+.




But once when Mr. S‘mrks was +r7|'h3 to get us

to remember a math concept, one of +the |e35 on

his chair broke and he fell.

Mr. Sparks broke his collarbone, and T heard he's
sw'hs the school over it. T don+t remember the

concept he was frying fo teach us that day, but T

do alwa?/s remember never to stand on the furniture.
Duriha recess +odqy eVeryohe was Jus+ wai+ih3

to go back inside, but then Rowley got vp and
started skiﬂ)ihs around the Playsrouhc}.

30
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A few Peoyle started c}-\eeriha and cla\)\)ihs.
T}\ey must Ve +}\ou3}\+ Rowley was_protesting all
+he new rules by skipping instead of running, but
the truth is, skiﬂ)ihs is_just SOmeﬂwihs Rowley
likes o do.

For some reason it reo\||7/ gets on my herves when
Rowley skiPs, so it bussec} me to see him prancing
around the \>|a7/3rouh4 like that. Skipping is
ac+ua||7 a real sore sub ject between the two of us.
Rowley says Tm Jealous of him because T don+
know how o ski? , but T +hink i+ Jus’r look s S+UP4'J.

77NN
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T will admit that T never exo\c+|7/ 30+ +he h“hﬁ
of skipping. Tn fact, T was the oh|7l kid in first
3rade who couldh'+ do it.

THAT'S
GALLOPING

I

T was afraid T'd be held back vntil T learned how
+o ski\), but |ucki|)/ +he)/ le+ me move on to second
3rade. Still, T'm worried it's gonha come back +o

haunt me later on.

GREG HEFFLEY WILL NOT BE
RECEIVING HIS DIPLOMA DUE
TO AN INABILITY TO SKIP.




Sometimes T wonder how me and Rowley ended
up beihg friends in the first P|ace, since were so
different. But at this point T fisure were stuck
with each o+\\er, so 1 Jus+ ‘h’)/ +o overlook the
+Hhss he does that dhhoy me.

”)UFSAG¥

ﬂ\e ‘H\ihs +hat stinks about \'\avihs Santa’s
Scout wa+d\ih3 m7/ eVery move at home is that
T cant get away with +he -H'\ihss T used o do
Jurihs +he holidays.

A few years age Mom and Dad put some 3if+s
under ‘H’\e tree a week before C\wrisﬁ'mas, and it

was Jrivihs me crazy hot khowiha w"\a-t -H\e)/ were.

33



One of the 35(‘1’5 had m7/ hame oh it, and T was
?re++>/ sure i+ was a Video game. T made a +ih7/
li+tle tear in the wrapping paper o see, and sure
ehoush, it was a game I'J asked for.

But then it was buseihs me that a game T
wanted was sitting ria}\‘l' there under the tree
and T couldnt ?‘“}' it. So T went one step
further and made a slit along +he top of +he
Packaaiha and slid the box out.

suCE

(
R=I=2 -

I oPeheJ +)\e Plasﬁc case and removed ﬂ\e game,

then P°+ the box back in +he wra\)?ihs paper and
+a?ed it closed.

But T started +o get ?qrahoicl that Mom was
gohha ?ick up the present and notice it felt
|-'3¥\+er, so 1 oyehed it back vp and put one of
Rodrick’s }\eavy metal CDs inside +he box to make

it the same weis)n-t it was before.
34



T ?layed the video game every h-'3¥\+ after Mom
and Dad went to bed, and T ac+uq||7/ beat it.
But ]: 'forao-i' o ?u-l' it back in *l'\'\e box, and on
Christmas, when T opened my_present in front of
Mom and Dad, Rodrick’s CD slipped out and rolled
onto the floor.




The dq)l after Christmas, Mom took the CD 4o
the Game Hot and chewed the clerk out for se“ihs
her material that was "iha\)\)ro?ria-fe" for kids.

T just dont like not knowing what T'm getting
for Christmas, and sometimes T cant \\eIP myself.
Last year T went on Moms e-mail account and
wrote to all our relatives 4o see if T could find out

whﬁ -H'\e?/ were 3e+‘h'h3 me.

TO: Gammie, Uncle Joe, Uncle Charlie,
Gramma, Grandpa, Uncle Gary, Joanne,
Leslie, Byron, 23 more

SUBJECT: Gifts

Hey, everyone-

Let me know what you’re buying for
Greg this year, so we can coordinate.

Thanks, Susan



But Mom kee‘:s her e-mail on the computer in the
ki+c‘-\eh, and it's ‘\arc} +to 3e+ onto her account
when Santa’s Scout is wa+c)m'h3 me like a hawk.

Toright T spent some time trying to decide what
to put on my Christmas wish list this year. T +r7/
+o be as s?ecific as ‘)ossible when T make my list,
because whenever T leave my 351“!’5 vp to Mom and
Dad, T get some crazy stuff.

A few )/ears ago T {orso‘f to write out a wish
list, and T Pm’d +he price for it. Mom was
pregnant with Mnhhy, and she wanted me to get
ready for )navihs a baby brother.

37



So for C}'\riS‘l'mqs, Mom 3o+ me a DOLL.

ENCOURAGES &85 49
O RESPONSIBILITY! éf’m

NOW GROWS HAIR! \YEAR
S

At first T didnt want ahy‘l’}\ihs to do with it.

38



Then T realized having a doll you could FEED
came in \'\ahdy. Thn fact, T dont think a
Ve3e+ab|e +ouched my lips for a month after T
got Alfrendo.

HERE COMES
THE AIRPLANE,
ALFRENDO!

But that wasnt the only thing T used that doll
for. T found out that he made a rea“)/ excellent

comic_book s+aht5, too.

T KNave o admi’r, after a few months T 30+
reall)/ attached to that doll.

39



Since 1 didh'-f }mVe a ?e‘r, it was kind of nice to

\-mVe SOME‘H’\ihS +o take care of for once.

DOES ALFRENDO
LOOK HANDSOME IN
HIS BIG-BOY SHOES?

OH, YES HE DOES!

N

But one day T came home from school and T
cou|dh'+ fihd Alfrehdo ANYWHERE. l’ searc\'\ecl

the house from +o‘> to bottom, but there was no
trace of him.

ﬂ\e oh|7/ +Hh3 T could think of was that T
Jrom;ed Alfrendo at some point and somehow
didnt notice.

“o



T was Pre‘H'y torn up about |osih3 my doll, but
what T was REALLY worried about was Mom
ﬂ'\ihkih& T couldnt be trusted around m7/ hew
baby brother. So T got a 3ra\>efrui+ out of the
fridse and drew a face on it with a marker.

Then T wram)eci +he sra\)efrui‘f in a dish towel,
and for the next three months T Pre+ehded it

was my doll.




Mom and Dad didnt seem 4o notice. But T was
terrified b)/ the idea that the REAL Alfrendo
was gohha find Nis way back home and get his
revenge oh me for abahc}ohihs him and replacing
him with a fruit.

Th fact, T sHill worry about that o this Jay.

T+s the reason T a|wa)/s check 4o make sure my
window is locked before T 9o to bed at his\'\-h

N

T'm a little embarrassed +o say this, bt T
ac+ua||)/ got attached to that GRAPEFRUIT,

too. But after a while it started to rot, and Dad
traced the weird smell back +o my Alfrendo Jecoy.
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Mom didn+ seem too UPSC“‘ +hat I'c{ los+ m7' Jo“,
but T will say she’s never lef+ me alone in the
house with Mahhy for more than {ifteen minutes.

Like T sm’&, ‘H’\oush, it was nice to have
Someﬂ\ihg +o take care o-(, and I missed +¥m+
feelihs. So these da)/s T Ve been sPehdihs a lot of
time Playihs +his game called Net Kritterz.
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Th fact, TVe been ?l"?'"h3 Net Kritterz eVery
free second I 3e+. ’ﬂ'\e basic idea is +¥\a+ )lou )ncwe
to feed your \:e+ and kee\) it "\d??}l. And if your
Pe+ IS NPP)” 7/ou 3e+ +okens so 7°° can b“}' it
clothes and furniture and stuff like that.

The Vlayed so much that my pet Chihuahua has
a_mansion wi'ﬂ'\ an indoor swimmihs Pool, a bowlihs
q||e7/, and about 150 different outfits.

ﬂ'\e ohly ﬂ\ihs j?m hot }\d\)\)}/ about is Hs
NAME. Moms the one who set up. my account,
and T cant fiaure out how o chdhse +he hame
she reaierered with.

GREGORY’'S LITTLE
FRIEND

44



Mor says T +take better care of my Virtual pet
than T do MYSELF, and T guess T cant
argue with her there. Over +he weekend T Pla)/ed
for sixteen hours without even +akih3 a break +o
go to the bathroom. T

But if you dont kee\‘) 3e+'h'h3 your ?e+ new
stuff, it starts to look uh}mﬂay, and that rea||7/

stresses me out.

MOOD METER

GREGORY'S
LITTLE
FRIEND IS
FEELING:

QUEASY




The \Droblem is you can oh|7/ earn a certain humber
of +okehs, and after that 7/ou %aVe +to {w)/ +hem
with real mohey. Uh{or+uha+e|7/, T dont have my
own credit carcl, so +\'\a+ means I haVe +to {)eg
Mom and Dad o use THEIRS.

Ahd it's not real easy +o convince Dad to break
open his wallet so you can buy a fahcy ovtfit for
your virtual pet.

MOOD METER

GREGORY'S
LITTLE
FRIEND IS
FEELING:

SNAZZY

ﬂ\is year I’m gohna ask for a buhc\‘\ of Kritterz
Kash for Christmas. But T'm still +r7ih3 to ﬁsure
out what o put on the REST of my wish list.

T could ac+uq||7/ use a LOT of different -H-u'has,
because a cou‘>|e weeks ago when T s?eh‘l' +he
his\'\‘l’ at ‘H\e "\os‘)i'hﬂ 3e+‘h'h3 rv?/ +onsils out,
Mamh)/ sold half of eVery‘ths T owned.
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But T'm not so sure T should ask for a normal
SEH like a video game or a +o>/ +his year. Wha+t
TVve realized is that every +ime you get 50me+)nih3
cool for your bir+’nda7/ or for Christmas, within a
week it's beihs used against you-

WE'LL BE TAKING

THIS AWAY UNTIL
YOUR ENGLISH
GRADE IMPROVES! / -

— —_—
)

——




One ‘H\ihs T know for sure is that +this year
Tm ohly accepting s+ore-{>ou3)n+ presents. Last
Christmas, Mom gave me a rea“y nice hand-knit
blanket, and T had +hat ‘H\ihs wra?‘:eJ around
me for half +he winter.

Lo | =

But T found a ?ic-h;re of the same blanket on Great

Uncle Bruce, who Passed away a few years ago, so T
Pawhe& it off on Rodrick for his bir‘l'\'\day.
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Suhda%

T was gonha \quy Net Kritterz all weekend,
but 7es+erda7/ Mom said the amount of +ime T'm
spending quyihs that game is "uh)neal-t}\)/" and
+that T had 4o interact with a “real live PerSOh."

So T called up Rowley and asked him to come
over, even ‘ﬂ\oua}\ I was still a little boﬂ'\ered {))/
+he whole Skiﬂ)ihs 'I’}\iha.

When Rowley got o my Nouse, we sat down in
front of the TV 4o ?lqy video games, but Mom
said we had to shut off the machine and interact
“face-to-face.”

Z7I\NN
.

—e

But one of the -H\ihss that makes m7/ friehds%i?
with Row\ey work is that he doesnt+ MIND

wa+c)nih3 me Pla;/ Vic}eo games.
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P|us, the reason our ancestors invented +ec\\ho|037'
in the first P|ace was So +\'\e7/ didnt HAVE 4o

interact wi+)(\ onhe aho-ﬂ-\er.

Mom sent me and Rowley down to the basement,
and the two of us tried to -figure out what o do.
T4 asked Row|e7l to brihs some DVDs with him so

we couH s+q7l up late wa‘l‘c}\ihs moVies.

But he oh|7 brous‘ﬁ HOME. movies, and you
couldnt PAY me 4o watch THOSE.

Mom brous}'\'f us down some "Wacky Sentences”
books, where you £ill in the blanks to create
(uhhy phrases.
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For the first round, Rowh’.)f came up with the
words and T wrote them down in the blanks. The
?\'\rases we made were ac+ua||7 \pre‘Hy fuhh)/ , but
what WASN’T fuhhy was Rowley’s new habit of

sayiha “LOL" instead of |nu3¥\ih3.

REALLY SMELLY FOOD

THE PIZZA 1S PURPLE
AND THE FRENCH FRIES
ARE SLIMY.
//l\\\\

T+ was reqlly Jrivihs me CRAZY. So we switched
roles, and T came up with the words instead. Rowley

COUR CAFETERIA I-IAS

started 57/ askihs me for +}\e hame of a s?or+, so I
said “V0"€7’bd".“ But he told me it's "bolley{)a"," with
a “b.” So +hen we got into +his huse argument about
what letter “VO||C7/bd||" starts with.
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T found a dicﬁomry and handed i+ to Rowley
and old him 1o look it vp himself. But instead
of ﬂi\)?ihs to the letter “v,” Rowley read eVery
sihale word in +\\e “b" section. Ah& w‘\eh "\e
couldnt find "bolleyball," he started over from
the beginning.

Rowley accused me of }mvihs an outdated &ic‘n'ohar)/
and said that'’s w}\y "boueybann wasnt in it, so
THEN we got into an argument about what year

Vo||e>/ba|| was invented.

B}/ +}\is Voih'f Row|e7 was really 3e+'h'h3 on m7/
herves, qhd ]: realizec} we'd better chahae gears

or we were gohha end up in a ﬁs\'ﬁ, as usual.
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T +old Row|e7/ maybe we should do some’r}\iha
different, and he said he wanted 4o ?|a7/ Hide-
and-Seek. But the ?roblem with ?layihs Hide-and-
Seek with Rowle)/ is he thinks +hat when he can#
see YOU, you cant see HIM. So that makes him

reqlly easy to find.
T decided we Jus+ needed a break from each
other, so T came vp with an idea. T told Row|e7/

we were gohha see who was braVer, me_or Hm, and

) @
)

we s+e‘>?e& out the inJihs slass door.

Each of us had to walk into the woods and write
our hame onh the tree fort we built last summer.
And whoever chickened out was wrohg about
VO"C)’bd” and had to call the other vy “sir” for
+he rest of his life.
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Rowley seemed to think that was a fair deal.

N DR

T +old Row|e>/ T4 90 first, and T walked into
the woods. But as soon as T knew he couldnt see
me, 1 ran around to the front of my Kouse.

NN | L

| | 2

There’s no WAY T was gohna go into +hose
woods 57/ myself at his}ﬁ. T had written my-hame
on the 4ree fort when me and Rowley buil+ i+ over
+\\e summer, and +¥\a+'s +\'\e reason I came up
with the dare.
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T walked in the front door, made a bowl of ice
cream, and relaxed for a while. And T have to
say, some +ime o myseh[ was just what T needed.

||,'

|| ~
,LLLJ.I: —
. -

/
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Once T finished my ice cream, 1 walked around
+\-\e side of the house, rubbed some dirt on m7/ face
and clothes, then came runhing out of the woods.
THERE WAS A BIG DOG OR
7 A BEAR OR SOMETHING
BACK THERE, BUT
v, / LUCKILY I OUTRAN IT!
"

! Q

T Probably shouldnt have added +hat last part,
because Rowley +o+a||7 gave up on +he dare after that.

|

_— — g N | |
CAN WE PLEASE GO Khhq DM L&
INSIDE NOW, “SIR'? - IN,

7
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Ah)/way, that break was Jus-f what the doctor
ordered, and the rest of +\~se his}ﬁ was

araumeh‘f- free.

This morning my (amily headed to church, and
Rowley came with us. T dont think Rowley’s
family rea||7/ goes o church +hat much, so he's
hot used o all +he rules about what you’re
SU\D\Dose& +o do and when. So T alwa)/s have o
tell him when you heed to kneel and stand and
all that.

Toward the end we all did the “Peace be with you"

?ar‘h where you’re SUP?oseJ to shake eVeryohe’s

hand. T said “Peace be with you" to Rowle ) but
/ 4

he started 9&33|ih3.
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T think he mustve ﬂ\ous*ﬁ T said “Peas be with
)lou," like +he Ve3e+a|>|e.

NO, PEAS
BE WITH

YOU! HeE
HEE HEE!

T dont +hink Row|e7/ +o+d"7/ understood that
)/ou're Just SUP\)oseJ to shake hands with ‘:eo‘)le,
ei-ﬂwer, because wheh +)ne womahn in ‘l')ne pew be\\ih&
us said “Peace be wiﬂ\ you," Rowley gave ker a bis
wet kiss on the cheek.

oWMOOCH

After church we Jro‘)?e& Rowley off at his house,
and T was 3|ad he was gohe and that T could 90
back +o Playihs m7/ game.

58



And Some-l"nihs tells me Mom felt+ the same way.

PEAS BE
WITH YOU.
HEE HEE HEE!

DECEMBER
Iuesda;g
Toclay T was ?lqyihs Net Kritterz in my. room,
and Mom walked in. She watched for a while, then
asked what T was doihs in the game. T exﬂaihed
that T was wa+c¥\ih3 m7/ Chihuahua watch TV,
because if your virtual pet watches at least 4wo
hours of commercials a Ja)/, it makes him }\a\:?y and
)lou get +weh+7/ bonus tokens.

zIl

59



Then T asked Mom if she wouldnt mind spotting
me ten bucks because the Net Kritterz store
Just started carrying trampoline shoes and T was
Pre++7l sure Gresory’s Lit++le Friend would real|7/
like 4o have them.

But T guess T Picke& the wronhg time to ask Mom
for a loan, because it seemed like she was in a bad
mood. She said T didn*t have any appreciation for
the “valve of moheyn and that if T wanted +o pay
for m7/ Net Kritterz "habi'l'," it was gonha }\aVe
+o come out of "?, own \Docke‘h

T told Mom T didnt have any mohey of my own
and that’s wh)/ T ke\)-l' )ni-Hihs up her and Dad.
But she said there were PLENTY of -H\ihgs T
could do to earn some. She said it's suPPosed to
Show +oh53¥\+ and T could 9o out and shovel our

heishbors’ &riVeways ‘omorrow.
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T REALLY dont feel comfortable khockihs on

doors and askihs our heis‘wbors for mohey. M7/
school has three fundraisers a year, and T have
to go from house to house bessihs people T
\mrdly know o ’Duy someﬂwih& from me.

Ahcf half the time T dont even rea“y know what
it is Tm selling.

|
—

HELLO, MR. KAPPLER.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO

PURCHASE SOME HARDY
GERANIUM BULBS?

My e Wty

T wish the school would give us 50me+¥\ih3 USEFUL
to sell, like cah&y bars or cookies. The Girl Scouts

are luck)/, because at least ‘H\ey get o sell stuff
Peo‘ﬂe qc+ua||7/ WANT.
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The way the S7'S+em works with these fundraisers
is that us students do all +he work and +he

school gives us these Juhky prizes as rewards.

One +ime T sold +weh+>/ dollars’ worth of gourmet
coffee beans, and all T got was a d’\ea‘) yo-yo
+hat broke before T even got off school Pro‘)er‘ry.

But Row|e>/ REALLY 9ot stiffed. He sold $150
worth of beans and got a Chinese {ihser +ra‘> as
his prize. T+ ac+ual|)/ worked like i+ was stPosed
to, but Row\ey couldnt get his fihSers out, and

his mom had 4o cut it off when he got home.

Q ¢
o E-)
AN

-~
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Last )/ear the school 4ried some-l'}\ihs different.
ﬂ\ey had us sell raffle tickets, and whoever won
the raffle would get a spring yard cleanup from
+he seVeh‘H\-srdde class.

Mrs. SPahsler, who lives down the street from
me, won ﬂwe ra{'ﬂe, and oh +)ne first de of
sVrihs +he whole seventh srade showed up at her
house. But there were ohly two rakes for all +hose
kids, so most of the class just ended up sitting

arouhd wiﬂx hoﬂ\ihs +to do.




And by +he +ime the "sPrihs cleahu‘)" was done, Mrs.
SPahsler's yard was worse off +than when it started.

The new +}'\ih3 the school is Joih& is these
Walkathons. The idea is that well walk around
the track at school a certain number of times, like
one hundred or 4wo hundred la\)s, and get our

heis\'\bors +to sponsor us for ead\ 'dP we corn\>|e+e.

WALKATHON

Sponsor Sheet

$0.25/lap ot lap
oHaps

I._an& Hnaman, 100
2. Tc;n'y Sincloir 15 O
3, Tlialson, 50
N /_:&.f“’& Simpaon, 100
s Barbara Preston 150
6. iawm Cowzmx 100

7.
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T can understand asking someone to pay for seeds
or coffee beans or w}\a+eVer, but I dont know
what kind of person gets pleasure out of %avihs
some kid walk around a football field a couple
hundred times.

a1 \

~

/ \/ \1\

The reason the school put on the Walkathon in
Se\>+em{>er was So 'H'\e)/ could pay for a billboard

hear -ﬂ\e ‘own ?ark.

<> | KEEP THETOWN| >
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T couldnt fisure out w}xy the school didn+t
Just skiP the Walkathon and have the kids
clean up the town ?ark instead. But T guess if
+he seventh 3ra3e was involved, -H-\e)/ mis}ﬁ'Ve
comPle‘l’eb/ trashed it.

1:'Ve done +)ne mq'l'\'\, and 1’Ve fisurecl out
‘H'm‘l* eac)n grown-up on rn)/ street SEVes me an
average of +weh+7/-+¥\ree dollars a year for school

{uhé raisers.

So T should Just invite all the heishbors to my
‘\ouse once a 7/ear and +ell -H'\em +to brihs me ‘H\e
+weh+7-+¥\ree bucks in cash, because it sure would

save eVeryohc a lot of pain and ahsuish.




Wedhesda¥

T+ snowed last his\'ﬁ Just like Mom said it would,
and while all +he other kids in the heishborhood
were ehJoyihs +heir day off from school, T was

Pouh&ihe +he pavement |ookih3 for work.
''M

T +\‘\ous}\+ about whose door T should knock

on first, but it wasnt easy. Mrs. Durocher lives
ris}ﬂ' across the street, but she’s a little oo
affectionate, and T usually do my best to avoid her.

DID SOMEBODY
JUST DROP
THIS PEBBLE?

T —=—=="

T,
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Then there’s Mr. Alexander, who moved into the
Snellas’ house. He must not have worn braces as

a ki&, because Hs +eeth arent Very s+rm'3¥\+.
Uhfor+uha+e|7/ , the first time Dad met Mr. Alexander
was on Halloween, and Dad mustve ﬂ'\ous\'ﬁ' his

+eeth werent real.

ﬁ”m) )
\

So T decided o ski? Mr. Alexander’s house, too.

There are Peo‘ple who live on my street that T
havent S\Dokeh +o in YEARS. When T was about
four, Mom and Dad had a cockail Po\r-fy for some
of the cou‘:les in the heia‘\bor\\ood, and T went
downstairs during the party to use the bathroom.
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But T guess back then T didnt know you were
SU\D\DoseJ to kee\) the door locked, so Mr. Harkin

walked risH' in on me.

wheh T was done T found Mom and told on
Mr. Harkin, and Tm sure he felt like a Jerk.

So T'm not about o knock on the door of some
vy T ratted ouvt when T was in Presc\\ool and ask
Hm for mohe7f ) eH“'\er.
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Toda)/ T realized there’s Just too much his-rory
between me and the \)eoyle n my heishbor}\ood, so
T decided 4o 9o onhe street over o Prentice Lane
and start fresh.

T walked vp to +he house on the corner and
knocked on the door. But T recoshizeJ +he |qd7/
who answered. She was Mrs. Melcher, one of

Gramma’s friehc}s from Bihﬁo.

T +old Mrs. Melcher T was +r7/ih3 +o0 earn a

li+te mohey s)noVelihs ?eo‘vle)s c}riVeways and that
T4d be \mm:y +o do hers for five bucks.
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T mustve been in there for an hour before T
was ﬁm“)/ able to steer +he conversation back
to the svbJed of me s\\ovdiha her JrEVeway.
But Mrs. Melcher said her son was coming 57/ in
his ?icku‘) truck any minute and he plows her

JriVeway for free. So that's an hour of my life
T never get back.

T headed back out onto Prentice Lane and
started khockiha on doors. T guess mos+ ?eoyle
were at work, so it took me a while to find
someone who was ac+ua||7l home. T ﬁ'ha"y got |uck)/
when a 3u7l who looked like he Just woke up came
+o the door. T +old him T4 shovel his JrEVeway
for five bucks, and he said it was a deal.
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T 3o+ +o work and was mnkihs Pre-H'y SooJ
progress. But it started snowing again while T

was s}\oVeliha.

B)/ the +ime T 'fihis}\e&, i+ had snowed so much
+hat you could barely tell T did any work.
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So T rang the doorbell and asked the guy if
he wanted me to shovel his drEVeway again for
another five bucks. But he wouldnt 90 for it.

And to make -H\ihss worse, +he 3u7/ said he
wash+ gonha. pay me the first five bucks until his
clriVeway was clear like T Promised. See, this is
w\\y its a Sood idea to have a contract before 7/ou

start workihs for someone.

T got back out there and started s\\ovdihs, but so
much Show was falh'hs +hat T was getting nowhere.
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Then T had an idea. Gramma's house was ohly a
few streets away, and I remembered +¥\a+ s)ne
kee\:s her lawn mower in the garage. So T walked
over to her place and ‘)US‘\EJ the mower back +o
+he dn’Veway T was workih3 on.

T H‘\ous}ﬁ +he Show=mowing idea was genius,
qhd I couHh"l' believe no one )nqd ever 'ﬂ'\oua\'ﬁ
of it before.

Uhfor+uho\+e|7/, it didnt 9o as 5moo+¥\|7 as T
l\oPed it would. T +¥\ous¥\+ the snow would shoot
out of the side ) but the blade cut rish‘l' ‘H\roush
i+ and the snow s+a7e& where it was.

EVeh+ua||7/ the mower started makihs {uhhy
sounds, and then all of a sudden it s+o?\>ed.
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So T guess those ‘l’}\ihas arent really built for
cold weather.

T Vushed the mower to Gramma's and \7°+ it back
in her garage. Ho‘)efuny it will thaw out before

+he summer rolls around.

T still had this 307/’5 JriVeway to deal with, but
how the show was REALLY coming down, and
there was ho way T was gohha sPehJ the rest of
rn)/ Jca)/ workihs for five bucks. T needed a quick

solution so 1 coulc} moVve on.

T could see that his 3arcleh hose was attached to
the house, so T 4urned it on, put the nozzle o
‘ﬂ'\e "s"\ower" se'H'ih3, and S\Draye& down 'H\e Show
in the c}n'Veway.
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1+ was GREAT. ’ﬂ\e water meH*eJ ‘ﬂ'\e show

on contact, and 1 was cruisihs. ﬂ\eh I Saw a

s?rihkler leahihs up against +he house, and T got
an even BETTER idea.

Once T was finished, T turned off +he sPn'hkler
and knocked on the 3u7/’s door. He Pai& me my five

bucks when he saw +hat his JriVeway was cleared.
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T was Pre-H)/ excited about the way ﬂ\ihgs
worked out, and I {isured if I found some more
\’”\’Ie with sPrihklers, T could have mul*h'\ﬂe J'obs

soiha at once.

Uh{or+um+e|7/, T couldnt find ahyohe else who
was home. But my idea ProbaH)/ wouldnt have

worked out ahyway. Because {37/ the time T
wa”(ed back down Prentice Lane, ‘H\e JriVer\)/ ]:
hit with the s?rihHer was frozen over.

W}\eh Dad 3o+ \\ome, we }md to 90 out and buy five
bis bdss of rock salt to melt the 3u7/’s JriVeway.
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So how instead of havihs mohey in my ?ockrl' for
all my hard work, T'm +weh+7/ bucks in the hole.

H)Ul’sddx

Dad wasnt +oo )M?P)’ that T +urned somebodfs
Jriw.way into an ice-ska-h'hs rink 7/es+er5a7/, and

he said he was Jisa‘)?oih-h:d in me for usihs "Poor
Ju&ameh‘l’." ’ﬂ\a‘k's +he exact same ‘)}\rase he used a
few weeks ago when T scratched up his car.

T+ all started when T won Student of the Week
at school. When you win Student of the Week,
-H\ey 3.‘Ve 7Iou a bumPer sticker +hat 7’ou can P“+

on )/our fdmi‘yl's car.
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The bum\?er sticker is ?reﬁy corny, but it was

still cool o win it.

TEXLREMy childis the RR] P
STUDENT OF THE WEEK

7 and I'm MIGHTY PROUD! @

T'm not sure why T won, but T think -H\e?/
Just give it o eVeryohe eVeh+ua|l7/. Fre3|e7/ won
Student of the Week +his Pas+ Friday, and T'm
guessing i+ was for hot biting anyone for five
Jays s+rai3¥\+.

-------

e

Mom wanted o put my sticker on her car, but
her bum‘)er is so overcrowded that T knew it
would Just get lost on there. So T asked Dad if
T could put it on his car.
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Dad receh‘rly bous}\‘l' a hew car, and T ﬂ\oush*f
my Student of the Week sticker would look rea||7/
s}\nr\) on his bumPer.

But Dad said he didn+ want 4o “Juhk u‘an his new
car. At first T was J.‘sqwoihﬂd, bt T guess

T could kind of understand where he was coming
from. My fqmily doesnt have ahyﬂwihs that's reqlly
nice, ah& w}xeh qu came }\ome from *H\e Jeqlers}u’?
with a s?or+7 car, T was ?re++7 sur?riseci.

Mom wasnh+ }m\)\)y that Dad Picke& out a car
without +q|kih3 it +\'\rou3¥\ with her, *H\ous}\.
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She said the car looked "ﬂashyn and that since
it oh|7l had 4wo c}oors, it wasnt "Prac+ica|" for
a fqmily of five. But Dad said i+ was the car he
wah‘l"ed, and }xe ke\ﬁ it

Aﬁ'er T +alked o Dad, T didn*t know what +o
do with m7/ bum‘)er sticker, so T Jus+ ended up
giving it o Mahhy and +e||ih3 him Ke could put it

on \'\is wagoh or SOme-’ths.

But Mahhy +urned ris"\‘l‘ around and ‘)u+ it smack
in_the middle of Dad’s driver's-side door.
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T freaked out because T knew Dad was gonha
think T was the one who put it there. T +ried
to \Deel it off, but ﬂ'\e)l must use SU\Deralue on the
backs of +hose ‘H‘\ihss. So T 9ot some soap and

water and tried to SCRUB i+ off.

But after +weh+7/ minutes of scrubbihg, T4 barely

macle a deh+.

3 My child is the © 7 © (AW
STUDENT OF Tnp %&E&( |

~_and I'm MIGHTY pPRoyp;

T started |ookih3 for different cleaning supplies
in the cabinet under the kitchen sihk, and T
found some steel wool ?ads that looked like +\-\e7/
mis}ﬁ do the rick.
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Those ‘H\ihss work ?re‘Hy sood on the ?o+s and
pans, so I {isured 'H'\e)l were worth a +r)/ on ‘H\e

car since it was metal, too.

Sure ehouah, 'H‘\e steel wool made +¥\e bum‘)er

sticker come off the car as easy as Pie.

Ih fad, it was so easy +\'\a+ I kind of 3°+
carried away. T used the steel wool Pa&s to scrape
off the buss and bird poop, +oo. ]: fisured Dad
would be Pre-H*)/ }xc\ﬂ;)/ T was cleaning his car for
free. But when T rinsed +he car off with +he

}-\ose, I 30+ a }\use SUr?rise.
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The steel wool didnt Just scrape +he bum‘)er
sticker and buss off +he car. T+ scra?ecl the
PAINT off, +oo.

T ?ahicked and started -fillihs in the bare spots
with a ‘)ermaheh'f marker. But the area where the
bum‘)er sticker had been was too bis, so :[ wrote
a note in Moms }\o\hdwri-’rihs and +a\>ed it over
that spot.

Nl,ﬂ\mzﬁ,! '
NT,Q,AZGU.M a gruok Ja?
P.S. ‘Z;Jﬂ#mot/@aazvexﬂxwmot&
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T +\'\ou3\w+ the note mis\ﬁ buy me a few Jays,
but Dad uncovered the bis area in no time flat.

!

Dad was req“y mad at me, but Mom came to my
defense. She said everyohe makes mistakes and
+hat the important -H-\iha is that T learn my

lesson and move on.

F24

T owe Mom for that one. She calmed Dad down
and :[ didnt even 3e+ 3rouhc1ed.

Dad took the car to the dealer o see how much
it would be o 3e+ +he Pm’h‘f touched up.
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The dealer told him i+ was gohha cost a lot of

mohe7/ because it was a custom Pcu'h+ Job.

Mom told Dad +his was a "sish" +that it was a
mistake to get a fahcy car in the first Place and
that he should just trade it in for a used minivan
instead. So thats what he did.

te

The fuhhy +Hh3 is that the minivan QIrea&y HAD
a Student of the Week sticker on the bum?er
from the Previous owners. But Dad didnt seem +o

aPPreda-fe ‘H-\e l\umor n ‘H\a-f.

Suhda?(

QOur family usva"y goes o church at 9:00 AM.,
but +oda7/ we went to the folk service at 11:00.
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ﬂ\e folk service \\o\s a di#‘ereh*r kihd of music
+han +he regu\ar one, and there's a band that
Plays guitars and stuff like that. Last week
Mom convinced Rodrick +o Join +the folk group
because s\\e 30+ a ﬂ)/er sayihs ‘H‘\ey were lookihs

" . . »
for a ‘)ercusswhosi‘.

T +hink Rodrick imasihed he was gonha 3e+ to
?l"‘f his_drums in church, so he sighed up.
W p

S N 4

But it turns out the folk group was lookihs for
someone to ?‘“}' HAND percussion instruments, like

+\\e +ambourine ahd castanets.
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Rodrick tried his best to look cool up there in the
front of the church +oda7, but it's really hard to
pull that off when 7/ou’Ve got a pair of maracas in
your hands.

T can +o+a||7/ relate to getting JuPeJ into joining
SOmeﬂ-\ihs without khowihs all the details. Last year

Mom told me T should Join the church’s Pre-Teen
Club, but then T found out ‘H\ey were rea||7 lax
about who quali-fied as a "?re-+eeh."

PRE-TEEN CLUB

.G obl o-u
n
r}\llmueﬁs )




EVery year our church does this ﬂ\ihs called the
"Givihs Tree," w\\ere ‘Deovle n heed ‘)u+ ﬂ'\eir
reques+s n thelo‘)es dh& i\c\hg +)nem on -H'\e

tree. Then a (amily Picks a random theloPe, and

w\\a+eVer it sa7/s ihside IS wha-t -H\e?/'re SUPPoseJ

As far as T know, there arent ahy rules about
w}\o)s allowed o \)u+ a rec{ues+ on 'ﬂ-\e Giviha Tree,
so 1 decided to try my luck and fill out a form of

m7/ own.

But Someﬂ\ihs told me Mom and Dad wouldnt
approve, so T made sure it couldn+t be traced
back to me.
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Juvenile male requests cash, as much
as. you are willing +o donate. Please

leave the money in an unmarked
enveloPe under +he recycling bin

behind +he church.

P.S. Make sure youre not followed.

Mohda?(
This year at school -H\e)/ +a‘>ed off a bunch of
tables in the cafeteria so kids with nut a||er3ies

could eat in a separate section. T +hink i+s great
the school did that, but it means there’s a lot less

room {for ﬂ'\e rest of us to sit.

2 > > ; > 2 . . ®
=" N - -,

T'm not sure ahyohe at my school is actuall

allersic to nuts, +}nou3¥\, because for the first two
months of this year the tables in the taped-off
area were com?le‘fel)/ emP+7l.
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But T guess Ricardo Freedman liked the idea of
all that elbow room, because +oda7 he \>|0\>\>ec}
himself down in the middle of the Nut-Free Zone
and ate two peanut butter and Jelly sandwiches
he brous"\’r from home.

Toda)/ we had a Seheral assembl)/, and eVer)/ohe
was all excited because -ﬂ'\e)/ told us we were gonha
get to watch a movie. But it was Just one of those
educational films about hea\‘ﬂwy eating.

" NATRITIONAAT?

VS. THE

W GREASY GRIMELICKS

-
SSw




]: know I need to eat )an\'\ier, but if you
take fast food out of my diet Tim in bis
trouble, because T'm ?robably 50me+¥\ih9 like
95% chicken nugget.

'ﬂ'\e school has rea||7/ been crackiha dowh on Juhk
food in the cafeteria. Last week ‘H\e)l re‘)|ace4
‘ﬂ'\e soda mc\'\ihe wiﬂ-\ a bottled water mac’nihe,
but if +)ne7/’re gonha c\mrse a dollar for a bottle
of water, ‘H\ey s‘-\ouH ?roba{ﬂ)/ +Hhk of a better

Place +o \Du+ it.
" Healthy Choices, &) |
. Healthy Bodies! \ g

7

TR 7

ﬂ'\e sc}\ool also 30‘1’ rid of a buhc’n of menu items,

like hot Joss and pizza, and revlaced +hem with
healthier stuff.

3



’ﬂ\ey even rePched french fries with a new item
called “Extreme S\Dor'fs S+tix,” but it took everyone
about five seconds to fisure out that Extreme
Sports Stix are just sliced carrots.

T usw"y brihs a bassed lunch to sc“\oo|, but the
ohe ‘H’\ihs T would a|wa75 buy from the cafeteria
was a chocolate c\-\i\) cookie. Last week, ﬂ\ous\'\,
the chocolate cHP cookies were rqﬂaced 57/ oatmeal
raisin cookies. 1 still {)uy them, but T eat around
the raisins, which is a lot of work.

]: cant ell 7/ou HOW mahy +imes I'Ve bitten
into an oatmeal raisin cookie thinking i+ was

chocolate CH\:.
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]: )ane a 'H'\eory +¥m+ oatmeal raisin cookies were

invented as a Prach’cal Joke a |oh3 time ago and

+hat -H\e)/ were hever ac+ua||7/ meant to be eaten.

Most of the kids at school arent +oo bothered b}/
all the menu chahges, but the -H\iha that reall)/
set people off was when +¥\e7/ +ook away +he
energy drinks.

15



The reason the school s+o\>\>eci selling Row&y Riot
was because teachers were corn\Dlaihihg that the
red &ye was mnkihs kids ky‘)eracﬁVe. Ahd if )lou

walked into my classroom after lunch, you,d see

what 'H'\e?/ were ‘l'alkihs about.

But when ‘l’he)/ S‘l'oPPeJ se"iha Rowdy Riot, Peoyle
who were used +o drihkihs +hree or four cans a
Jay were +o+a||>/ uh‘)re?are& to 90 cold +urke7/.
Ih fac+, some kids ended up "\dVih& to 90 down
+o the nurse’s office because +¥\e)/ had the shakes
from withdrawal.

The school wouldnt brihg Rowcly Riot back no
matter HOW much ‘)eo‘ﬂe comﬂaihed. But the

oﬂ'\er dd}l , Leon Goodson snuck in a back‘)dck £ull

of Rowdy Riot Ked brouaiﬁ from Nome and sold
cans for three bucks a pop-

6



A+ recess o few kids who'd bous}ﬁ’ Rowdy Riot
from Leon ducked behind the school and slur\)ed

down their drinks where no one could see them.

|

But one of the recess monitors, Mrs. La}\ey, got
svs?icious and went back -H\ere to see w‘\cﬁ was

soihs on.

17



Mrs. they +old everyohe ‘H\ey had o pour out
their drinks immedia+e|7/ or shed report them o
+he ?rihc.'?al.

|

But the second she was gone, the kids took
off their shoes and SoP\)eJ up +he \)uddles with
+heir socks.

1§
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‘ UCde¥

One of the reasons the school has been getting
on us about our eating habits is because the
Presidential Fitness Tes+ IS comih3 up, w\\ere 'H\ey
measure you on all sorts of stuff, like how mdhy

sH'-uPs and ch’h-u?s 7/ou can do.

Last year our school was in the bottom 10% in
+he couh+r7/, and T guess the school is +ryih3 to
do an7+h;n3 +he7 can 1o turn that around.

Growh-u‘)s say there’s a bis \Droblem with kids
in_our generation beihs out of s)na?e because
ﬂ'\e)l dont exercise ehoua}x ) but ]: dont ﬂ\ihk
+akih3 away our ?la)/3rouhd equipment is rea"y
helping matters.

1



Th one part of the Presidential Fitness Test,
+¥\e7/ check 4o see how mahy Pus\\-uvs you can do
in a row. The 35r|s in our class did better than
+he boys , but that's oh|7/ because the sirls 3e+ +to
do an easier kind of Pus\\-uP.

’ﬂ\e boys have o kee\v +heir whole body s+ra|'3\\+
and 90 all +he wqy +o the floor and then all +he
way back up again.

But the girls get to let their knees touch the
srouhd, so +¥\e7/ kav«a a HUGE aJVah'hase.
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Not all the girls were \m\:?y that ‘H\e)/ got to
do easier Pus}\-u?s +han the {)oys, +hou3¥\. Tn
fact, a couv|e of sirls sishec} a_petition sayihs
+\\e7/ demanded 4o do the same kind of ‘:us\\-uys
as the boys.

Tm ?re++7/ sure T know where +¥\e7/ got that idea.
Th Social Studies were learning about different
ways Peoyle ﬂ\rous\'\ou‘l' Hs’rory have Pro+es+ed to
c}-\ahae ﬂ'\ihas ‘H\ey weren+t haﬂay about.

------
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T +hink the 3ir|s were exPec*h'ha a bis 14'3*\‘% out
of Mr. Underwood, but he just told them they
could do regular Push-u?s if +¥\e7/ fel+ like i+. So

how were all in the same boat.

T ‘H\ous}ﬂ' that ‘)e+i+£oh ‘H'\ihs was a 300& idea,
ﬂ\oug\'\. T {isured us boys should be allowed +o
do the easy ?us)n-u\)s if we want, so T wrote a

Pe‘h"h’oh c\hd +ried +to 3e+ sishﬁures.

But T got a bad feehhs when T saw the group
of 3u7/s who wanted to sish M)/ Pe‘h"h’oh, and T
decided to Jus-l' Jro‘) the whole ﬂ'\ihs.




A couple of weeks ago we had to do sit-ups
Jurihs Phys EJ, bt T 30+ cramps and asked
Mr. Underwood if T could Just do the rest of
my si+-u‘ps as homework. He said +"\a+ was OK,
but he wanted ?rom[ that T did them.

So the next morning T 9ot some of Mom's mascara
and drew a six-chk of abs on r'?/ s+omc\c\-\. ﬂ\eh I
made sure T had my shirt off when Mr. Underwood
walked +¥\rou3}\ +he locker room.

Ly
|

The next ﬂ\ihs T knew, ‘H’\ousk, T had a

bunch of co?)/cﬁs, and the followihs Jay half
+he guys in my class showed up with their OWN

fake six-?acks.
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But some of those suys were REALLY awful
mkeu‘) artists.

S+ill, T 4+hink we had Mr. Underwood fooled. A+

least until we 30+ swea+>l ah& -ﬂ'\e mascara ran.

Wedhesda?(

For the past few Jays Tve been getting alerts
on m7l Net Kritterz account, and if T dont 3e+
some Kritterz Kash soon, T could have a ?roblem
on my "\o\h&s.

104



MOOD METER

GREGORY'’S
LITTLE
FRIEND IS
FEELING:

AGITATED

T asked Mom if she could Just float me a few
bucks so T could get my Pe‘l"s Mood Meter back to
“Calm,” but she wouldnt budse.

ﬂ\eh she said :[ shouldnt ex\?ec+ %er o SEVC me
money o {)u7' Christmas presents for the famﬂ)/
+¥\is year, ei-ﬂ\er. She said I’m at +)ne age w)nere
T need +o be spending my own mohey so +hat my
351[+s “mean” someﬂ'\ihs.

Usw"y Mom gives me +weh+7/ dollars +o SPehd on
presents and T do all my s’noP\Diha at the Holi&ay
Bazaar at school. T+'s great becavse T can get all
my Christmas shopping done in one shot and +he
stuff at the Bazaar is dirt c}xea‘).
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So T nlways come away with a little money T can
s?ehJ on m)/seh[.

—
T

Suolhing
BATH SAITS

T USUd”?’ S\Dehd most of my mohey at the
concession stand. ‘ﬂ\ey have the most delicious
chicken drumsticks Tve ever +as+ed, but ‘H‘\e)/
have a reqll)l 3001[7 hame and )/ou feel S‘l'upid
orderihs them.

COULD I GET SOME
OF THOSE CHICKEN
LEG THINGIES? YOU MEAN

——\DRUMMIES? £
IF THAT'S WHAT ((

YOU CALL THEM.
WHATEVER.
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T dont know how T'm gohha_scrape +03e‘l’}\er
ehoush mohe)/ to buy eVeryohe a present. Basica"y,
there are +wo times a )Iear when T can count

on getting sPehdihs money, and that's on my
birﬂ\day and Christmas.

Tm Just 3|ad my birﬁ\day’s a few months away
from Christmas so T get separate gifts for
BOTH. T feel bad for people who have their
birﬂxday rish‘l' around the }xolidays, because i+
gets |umPed +ose+}\er with Christmas and ‘H\ey
end up getting cheated out of a 3:’1[+.

T+s not fair, but T guess its been hawehihs for
+housands of years.

THIS GIFT COUNTS
FOR CHRISTMAS

AND YOUR
BIRTHDAY, JESUS!




T realized 50me+hih3 +oda7, +)nou3}\. T mia*ﬁr not
have °h7' cas\'\, but T DO have some-ﬂwihs valuable:
m7/ 1[irs+-edi-h'oh si3hed cowl of -ﬂ\e “Tower of

Druids” srq‘:hic novel.

1 30+ “Tower of Druids” sishec} ’oy ﬂ-\e auﬂ\or,

Kenn Ceh+azzo, at ﬂ-\e comics convention in Jr}xe
4

cH')/ las+ 7/ear.

Well, qc+uq||>/, T didnt +ec*\hica||7/ get it sishec}——
Mom did. T waited in line for 4wo and a half
hours, and +\\eh I *\acl to take a ba-ﬂ'\room break.
By the time T got back, Mom had gotten my
book sishecl.
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| COMICS EXPO

=
7Y e

o

T was bummed that T didnt 3e+ to meet Kehhy
Centazzo, but at least T got his au+03ra\>}-\.

T looked on the computer ‘l’oc}ay and found out
+\-\a+ a first-edition sisheJ copy of “Tower of
Druids” is worth 1[or+>/ bucks. So thatll cover me
for Christmas presents, and Tl have ehou&h lef+
over to get Greaory’s Little Friend +hat Jacuzzi

"\e seems to want.

T +old Mom about my ?lah to sell my book, and
she didnt like the idea. She said T waited a lohs
time to get +hat +\'\ih3 sished and T would really
regret selling it.
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Mom said that when T had kids, +)ne7/'cl be mad T
sold it because it1l be worth a lot of money.

Well, +hat settled i+ for me. T e a|reacl7/ decided
T'm not HAVING any kids. T want to be a

bc\c\\dor like my Uncle C}mrlie, w\'\o s?ehds all )nis

money on Vacations and }\ea-l'ed toilet seats and
stuff like that, instead of forkihs it over 1o a
bunch of uhsrq‘fe-ful kids.




T can thank my librarian, Mrs. Schneiderman, for
se-Hihs me into the "Tower of Druids” series o
besih wi-ﬂ'\, because she's -H\e one who started the

3ra\>}xic hovel section in our school |ibrar7/.

T dont know when +\'\e7/ started calling comic
bookss srd?hic hovels, but ‘L,m slaJ ‘H\e)/ did. Some
of the teachers complain +hat -H'\e)l dont count as
REAL reac}ihs, but the way T see it, if +}\e7/’re
n +¥-\e |ibrar>/, ﬂ'\ey’re fair game for book rePorJrs.
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Um(or+uha+e|7/, when Mrs. Schneiderman put in
+he 3ra\>¥u’c hovels, she got rid of the Easy
Reader section. T alwa)/s used the books in the
Easy Reader section 1o do my reports for Social

Studies, because you could wHP ﬂ\rous\\ one of
+hem in about forﬁy-fi\/e seconds.

As a boy,
Abraham
Lincoln liked
to read. He
liked to read
a lot!

When T was little T used 4o want to be an
author myseh[. But whenever T started +e||ih3
Mom my ideas, shed say my s+or)/ was just like

some book that was already ?ubhs‘-\ed.

112




T realized all +he 300& ideas were taken before T

was even born.

Mom said if T wanted o be an avthor, T should
+r7/ comihg up with Some‘ﬂ'\iha on’aihaL But it was
reqlly hard coming up with a fresh idea, so T Just
took one of m7' favorite books and more or less

coPied it word for word with a few small +weaks.

When Mom read what T wrote, she was req||7/
EmVresseJ, and T guess she -H\ousiﬁ T was some
kihd of 3ehius or someﬂ\iha.

But T +hink Mom got a little carried away. She
sent m)l book to a \Dubhs"\er in New York, w}'\o

told her T4 \)|43iarize4 "Geof-fre)/ the Gorilla,”
which was alrea&y a bes+se||ih3 kids' book.
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Mom was ?reH')/ mad at me for passing off the
book as my owh, but I'm sm‘?rised s"\e couldnt
fisure it out herself from readihs it.

Geofftrey the Dinosaur
Swihgs from vine to vine.
He Perches in atree ond
eats a banana. “Ooh ooh
ooh, GeoFFr‘e)/ says as he
| Pounds his ches+

”]Ul"de¥

\/\Jell, it turns out my first-edition co‘Dy of "Tower
of Druids” is +o+a||7 worthless. T brous\ﬁ it Yo
the comic book sho? 7es+erda7/ afternoon ho?ihs
to cash in, but the vy who works +here +told me
+he au+03ra\>¥\ was d foraery.
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T told him he didnt know what he was +a|kih3
about, because Mom got my book sished {)7/ +he
actual avthor. But +he comic book 9vy showed me
a catalog with Kehh)/ Centazzo’s sighature in it,

and it looked COMPLETELY different.

T was really confused, but on the walk home T
realized what mustve }xq‘)?ehed. Mom Probc\{ﬂy got
tired of waiting in line at the comics convention
and Jus+ sishecl the book HERSELF. Th fact, T
should ve fisured that out from the ihscn'?-h'oh.

Readors ane. wimmon! '° to
fory-
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T+ wouldn®t be +he FIRST +ime Mom ‘)u||ecl +his
sort of ﬂ\ihs, because she has ZERO Pq’n’ehce for

wai‘h'ha in line.

When T was little T used 4o like 4o get my
Pic+ure +aken with the characters at+ +heme Parks.
But whenever there was more than a five-minute
wait, Mom would Just walk to the front of the
line and shap a ‘)id’ure of +he character and
w\\q-l'eVer kid was Posihs wH’h Hm. 'ﬂ\a‘l"s w\\)/

our Vacation ?\-\o+o albums are full of pictures of

random ?eo?k.

When T 30‘!’ home T went S‘h‘ais}ﬁ' +o Moms room
with my book, and the look on her face said it all.
So now 1 know w}'\)/ s\\e didh)‘l' want me to sell i+.
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T Jus"r }\oPe Mom knows that when she doesn+
get a present from me on Christmas, she's oh|7/
got herself to blame.

rida

Even +}\ou3}-\ T was still Pre++7/ mad at Mom for
forsihs that sighature, she bailed me out +oda7/.

At school Rowley was carryihs a_present, and

T asked him what i+ was for. He said it was his

Secret Hohda)l B“‘M/ siH.

T — 771\\\

T {orso-l' all ABOUT +he Secret Holiday
Buddy ‘H\ihs.
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EVeryohe at school is su??oseé +o b“}' a_gift for
+he person +\~se7/ 3e+ assished and then siVe it

ahohymoud)/.

To: Lei
From:Your Secre+

Holiday Buddy

ﬂ\e person I was SUPPoseJ to 3e+ a SE-H for was
Dean Delarosa, who T Ve known a |oh3 time. Back
in +hird srade, T so+ invited to Dean's birﬂ'\c}ay
Par-l')/, but Mom got the date wrohg and T
showed up at his house a week EARLY.

7777 T ]

Dean’s mom told us the ‘:ar+7 was the followihs

week, so we went ‘wome.
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But the 3.’1[+ Mom bous‘ﬁ for Dean was reqHy
cool, and T ended up Playihs with it myseh[.

the time Dean's actual birﬂ-\da)/ rolled around,
1:& a\reqdy broken +)ne robot’s "\qhd and lost +)ne
gun +hat came wiﬂ\ it, so ]: skiPPeJ +he Par-l-y.

Tve fel4 3ui|+7/ about that ever since, and +oday
T didnt want 1o cheat Dean out of a 3:’“ for
ﬂ\e second time. So wl\eh I 3o+ +to sc\\oo|, I
asked the secre+ar7/ in the front office to call
Mom and see if she could ?ick some‘f}\ihs up for me.

And she came +\\rous¥\ Jus+ in time.




The teacher started }mhdihg out the Secret
Ho\idny BucH)/ 35{'&5, and T got a jar of gummy
bears. Fihally, +here was ohlyl one present under
+he tree , and it was the one for Dean.

Un{or+um+el7/, Mom didnt understand that +he
SEH was svwosecl to be ANONYMOUS, so it
was +o+a||7/ embc\rrassihs when the teacher read

the card on Dean's present out loud.

THIS ONE SAYS, “TO
DEAN DELAROSA, FROM
YOUR SECRET HOLIDAY
BUDDY, GREG HEFFLEY."

Dean looked like he wanted to crawl under his
desk and hide, and T felt+ the same exact way.
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Sa+urda¥

T always +hou3\\+ the ohly place in the world
where you could get Drummies was at the Ho\iday
Bazaar, But +oda7 me and Mom were a+ the
grocery store, and 7/ou1l never BELIEVE what T
found in the frozen food aisle.

DRuMMIEs' |

Now T know that T can have Drummies whenever
T want and that +¥\e7’re TOTALLY ripping us
off at the Ho|i&a7/ Bazaar. You can buy a whole
BOX at the store for what +\'\e7/ c)narae for three

or four ih&ividual Drummies at sc}'\ool.

. J\\.L,_;/c’

Th fact, now that T could get my owh Drummies,
T realized T could run my OWN HOMO?’ Bazaar.
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But first T had o b“}' up the grocery store’s
SU\D\>|7 before the school beat me +o it.

Oﬂ\er kids in my heis\'\bor"\ood \\c\Ve done +\\is sor+t
of ﬂ'\ihs before. Last summer Bryce Anderson and
a bunch of his cronies set up a restavrant for all

+he heishborhood ?areh-l’s.

T Keard -H'\ey Pu“ed in almost three hundred
bucks, and I know for a fact that one of Bryce’s
goohs bous}ﬁ a brand-new BB gun with his share.
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T knew T couldnt run a Holidqy Bazaar all b}l
myself, so T called Rowley and asked him to \’\tl\)
out. We found some Christmas ornaments and
some other stuff in m)/ basement we could sell.

But T fiaured if we were gonna comPe+e with

+he school’s Holiéay Bazaar, wed have to come up
with better games +han the beahbas +oss and +he
Piha-\)oha-bd” bounce.

Rowley 5u33es+ec1 a dunk tank, but T +old him
T didnt +hink Mom would allow that in +he
house. Plus, we had a dunk tank when we ran a

Fun Fair in Rowle/s yard over the Ssummer, and it
was a DISASTER.
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We didnt know you were su?\)osed to pro*l'ecl' +he

3u7 in_the dunk tank b}/ \DuHihs him in a cage.

Me and Row|e7/ decided i+ would be rea||7/ cool if
our Ho|ida7/ Bazaar had a video game arcade. We
didn+ have the mohey +o buy real arcade machines,
so we got a bunch of cardboard boxes out of +he

basement to make \\omema&e versions.

We started off with Pac-Man because we -’r\'\oua}ﬁ

it would be VreH')/ easy to make. Tn Pac-Man
ouVe aot a little character who aqoes around

b4 9 9

eating ?elle-fs while getting chased 57/ 3¥\os+s.
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Th our Vversion we were gohha have Rowle)/ on
the inside of the box oPera-h'hs 3)\05‘?5 3|ued to
Pehcils, while the person who was Playihs +he
game manewvered Pac-Man from the outside with a

Po?sicle stick.
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We spent the next two hours mnkihs the box look
Just like the real +Hh3.

But while we were workiha, Rowley started askihs
questions about how long he was gonha be in

the box and what would }m\)‘)eh if he needed a
bathroom break. T gave him_an em?-l'y +wo-liter
soda bottle +o keep in the box for when he had +o
90 Number One.

“Zr
1

®)

"W

Row|e7/ asked what he would do if he needed +o
90 Number Two, but T +old him wed cross that

bridse wl'\eh we came to it.
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Once we were done co|orih3 in_our machine, we
started cwtting out +he groove where the Po?sicle
sticks were suPPosed +to 9o-

But T guess we werent really thinking ahead,
because as soon as we cut +¥\e outer border, +\'\e

w\\ole maze fell ihside ﬂ\e mc}\ihe.

So I guess were hot gonha make a lot of mohey
on Pac-Man unless ?eo‘ﬂe are wi||ih3 to pay

+weh+7-fi‘(e cents to see Row|e7 siH’ihs in_a box.
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Me and Row|e)/ still have a lot of work o do o
set up our Holiday Bazaar, but T realized wed
better not wait until the last minute to let people
know about it. So we went down 1o the town
hews?a\)er‘s office and 4old them we wanted 4o

order vp o 'full-‘)ase color ad in tomorrows edition.

‘ﬂ'\ey sou'ci an ad like +}\a+ woulcl cost a ‘l’"\ousc\hd
dollars, and T told them we could pay for i+ the
dqy AFTER our event. But +¥\e7 wouldnt take an

IOU, even when T +old them how many Drummies

we were ?lahhihs on sellihs.

7N\
. .

O

T suggested mybe -H-\ey could just write an
article about how 4wo regular kids were putting
+03e+)ner +heir own Holiday Bazaar and not
chdrse us ahy'ﬂ'\ihs.
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But ﬂ\ey told us +¥\e7 didn*t consider our Hoh’day

Bazaar "hewswor-ﬁ\)/. "

T +hink it stinks that the newspaper ’oqsically
gets to control the information Peo‘)|e are

getting. At home, T comyhihed +o Mom, and
she su33e5+ed me and Rowley start our OWN

hews?a‘)er qhd write about our Bazaar.

T ‘H‘\ous‘ﬁ +that was a« GREAT idea, and we 30+

risk‘r +o work. We came up with a name for our
paper and ?u+ +03e+\~\er the front page.

"T'he Neighborhood

= Tattler reporters have uncovered a
r"mmles price-gouging scheme at the
school Holiday Bazaar that has

— - been running unchecked for years.
Prlcln scam The popular chicken drumstick
items, “Drummies,” have been

sold at the Bazaar for more than

six times their retail value.
“I’'m outraged,” said a loyal
customer who did not want to be
. See DRUMMIES, A2

New Bazaar Offers Alternative to School Event

Withthe community reeling —We've decided to start our Z7IWSS
from the Drummies scandal, own Holiday Bazaar,” said NS
two boys have decided to Greg Heffley, an entrepreneur N\

make things right. See BAZAAR, A3
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We realized we were gohha have o come up with
Some more pages for people to take our newspaper
seriously , so we started brainstorming ideas for
other sections we could add. T fiaure& we needed
a comics section, So we started there.

T.G.LE. by Rowley Jefferson

_'Wh are
H;guyﬁuunn?nsywound
n your underwear?

/)
N
./ — ™
S
§ e
Stinky Sebastian by Greg Heffley  Ned the Napkin by Rowley Jefferson

Clean.l\_l; d
y Spille
sgldafj Ned?

OK, WHO FORGOT TO
WEAR DEODORANT?

you o|woys

We ad&ed an advice column, where Peovle write in
questions about ?roblems *H'\e/re \mvihs. But we
didnt have time to wait for People to send in real

queS‘h'ohs, S0 we J'us-t made a few up.
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Ask

Dear Greg,

My wife is always
criticizing everything I
do. The other day it
was a little chilly out so
I wore socks with my
sandals. My  wife
actually made me go
back inside and put on
shoes! 1 feel like she
treats me like a child,
but she has a very
strong personality and
I'm afraid to stand up

Dear FRUSTRATED,
I's NEVER okay to
wear socks with sandals!
You should apologize to
your wife immediately.

Greg

Dear Greg,
Are you single?

Sincerely,
THE LADIES

Dear THE LADIES,

to her. What can I do? Why, yes, I am!

greg

Rowley was all excited about this hewspaper, and

Sincerely,
FRUSTRATED

Greg

he said he wanted to be like a real reporter and
90 out lookiha for stories. So T +old him he should
9o around the heis)nbor\\ood and see if he could

Jis up any dirt. But what Rowley came back with
washt exnc+|7/ %ar&-hﬁﬁhs hews.

Kitten has a fun day

By ROWLEY JEFFERSON

Yesterday Mrs. Salter’s Kitten
Mittens was seen frolicking in
her front yard. Mittens spent an
hour-and-a-half chasing after-a
butterfly that was flying around
Mrs. Salter’s azaleas, and when
the butterfly flew off, Mittens
got very interested in something
that was jumping near the front
porch. But by the time I got
close enough to see what
Mittens was chasing, the thing

had hopped away.
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T decided +o make mysel( editor in chief so T
could control the kinds of -H\ihas we had in our
hewspaper. Because if Row\ey had his way , our
paper would be like a little Sirl's coloring book.

Mom +old us we should 9o ‘o some businesses
downtown and see if ahyohe was willihs to Pa)l
for ads +o cover the cost of our first Vrih-l'ihs.
The oh|7/ person who was wi||ih3 to b“}' an ad in
our paper was Toh7l from Pa?a Toh/s Pizzq, qhd
T ?re++7/ sure the reason he asreed to \'\eIV is
because were in there at least twice a week and

he didnt want to lose our business.
UKEELE

Toh7l gave us Jus-i' ehous\\ mohe7/ +to buy some color
ink car‘l'ridses, so we Prih+ed a hundred co‘Jies.
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Yes+ercla7/ we went around town +r7/ih3 +o sell our

papers, but hobo&y wanted to \7“7' and we )’\dcl +to
start sivihs them out for free. When we handed a

paper +to Tohy , }\e didnt seem oo “%G??}l 'Hwa‘f Hs

a& was ruhhihg next to a he3a+iVe

restauvrant.

review 01[ Hs

Papa Tony’s pizza stinks!

By Food Critic
GREG HEFFLEY

Have you noticed that Papa
Touy’s has staried o really go
downhill lately?

It all started when they
took the barbecue chicken
pizza off of their menu and
replaced it with a spinach
pizza.

Then they stopped selling
grape soda. Papa Tony's was
the only place in town you
could get grape soda, so now
Ihave to drink root beer, but
it’s really not the same.

And half the time the soda
water doesn’t mix right with
the syrup, so you either get
corn syrup sludge or soda
water. I think they're just
trying to give you a bad
fountain soda experience so
you'll pay for the canned
soda, which costs twice as
much.

My last complaint is about
the napkins. You used to be
able to use as many as you
wanted, but now Tony only
lets you have two, and if you
take more he gives you a
dirty look.

Papa Tony’s
Order any one-topping pizza

and get a second one FREE!

Mention this ad and youll ges an
additional dollar off your order.

OFFER EXPIRES ON
DECEMBER 31

T +old him if Ke bous}ﬁ a BIGGER ad for the
NEXT edition of +he paper, we could arrange for

a more Posi‘h'Ve wri+e-uP.

We still had a few dozen papers lef+, and since
we were }mhdihs +¥\em out for free, 1 fiaure& ]:
could unload them at school.
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But when T started giving them to kids as -l'}\ey
walked in +he door, Vice Prihci\)cd Roy asked me
what T was Joihs.

I
1

He said T couldnt hand out an “unauthorized
?ublicﬁioh" oh school srouhds and that he was
going to have o confiscate Yy papers. But T
knew what this was REALLY all about. Vice
Prihci\)al Roy was just sPooked that we were
gohha_give the school a run for its mohey with our

Ho|ida7 Bazaar.

T was still Pre-H?/ mad about the whole ﬂ\ihg
when T 3o+ home this afternoon, and T decided
T wasnt gonha just roll over and let Vice Pr‘ihci\)d'

Roy shut us down.
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Even ﬂ\ous"\ Vice Prihci\)d Roy +ook our papers,
T fisured T could make some sighs and hahs +hem

up c\rouhd town +o aclVer+ise.

T knew Mom ke\)-f poster board and markers in
+he |cwhdr7/ room for school ?roJec+s, so I got
+o work. I used ﬂ'\e heoh green ‘Dos+er boqrd,

because T wanted 4o make sure )/ou could see our

sishs 'From a mile awo\)l.

T finished makihs the ‘)os+ers after dinner and
called Row|e7/ to ask for kel\y putting them vp- We
started with the school because T ﬁsureé a lot of
Pareh‘l's would see them when ‘l'\'\e7/ Jro‘;?e& +heir
kids off in the morning.

T [ T 1
C T T TY Fon!
> Gar\ \

L P
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But ris}\'l' when we were done }wo\hsihs them up, it

started to ran, and 'H'\e marker on our sishs ran.

And soon ‘H\e?/ were Preﬁy much worthless.

/

/
-
A /
\/, /

Gemes/

/

rinesl

N

Y4

But when we ?ulled them down, we got a \-\use

s)nock. ’ﬂ\e ran "\aci mde ‘H‘\e green dye from +}\e
Pos+er board bleed, +oo0, and now there were ‘wse
green SP|o+c"\es all over the brick wall.
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We tried to get the green dye off the wall, but
that stuff was like permanent ink.

T knew we couldnt leave giant green stains all
over the school , SO T +tried o fisure out what
to do next. But ris\\‘l‘ at that moment, Someone
yelled at us from the street.

/ I L J | . I P WA IR
L -1 4 1.1 1 [”V HEY! WHAT'RE
| L | jIK YOU KIDS




Me and Row|e7 ?qhicked and took off. We ran
across the Parkihs lot and -H\rouah the shortcut

in the woods, then ke‘ﬁ runhing until we were

sure wed lost whoever was back +here.

T wish we didnt run, because if we had Jus+
s+ayed and exylaihed ourselves it Probably would Ve
been fine. T dont know if +he person who called
out was a parent or a ?oh'ce officer or WHAT, but

T Just ho\)e +¥\e>/ didnt recognize us. Because if
+¥\e)/ did we could be in some SERIOUS +rouble.

M&x

When T woke vp +his morhihs, T +\\ou3}\+ mqybe
eVer7/+Hh3 that }\a\)\:eheé las+ h@ﬁ was just a
bad dream. But then T saw the hewspaper oh +he
kitchen +able.
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The Daily Herald

Vandals deface middle school

1 I T 1 | | | T Vendals  struck

| | | last _night under
| | | cover of darkness

' and rain, leaving
large-bright-green
stains on the front
wall of the town

iddle school.
PN -Aa- i I N O N I | | | mi L
| I I | - | [ T T 1 The meaning of
) S— I y —

I 1 I | — the-green-blobs-is
Top: Juveniles lefi these green splotches on the school last night. still unknown, but
police suspect it
Lefi: Police could be gang-

sketches of the related.

vandals based on
an eyewiness
account.

“Graffiti-artists
have caused a lot
of property damage
The suspects fled in  the " pagl SIX
the scene when months, N said Sgt.
confronted by the Pclf:rs ~ol the town
passerby. police force.

SEE VANDALS, A2

So now I’m basically a criminal. Believe i+ or not,

this isn+ the FIRST +ime T've been fa|se|)/

accused 01[ a crime.

When T was in the B°)' Scouts, T was +r7fih3 to
earn my Service Pro Jec-f merit badge ) and T had 4o
do some kind of 3004 deed. Mom said T should 90

over to Leisure Towers ahd see if ﬂ\ere were ahy

e|der|7 Peo?k w}xo heec}ed )ne|\> cqrr)/ihs 3roceries or
some‘ﬂ'\ihs like -H'm'l‘, and s)ne +old Rodrick }\e \'md +to

siVe me a n'de.
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When we got o the ?arkihg lot of Leisure
Towers, there was a |ad7/ walkihs around who
looked like she was lost.

ﬁl Ly 1] \\I 1\
m

IPE

We asked the |qd7/ if she needed any \:ely, and

she said she was Just wnlkihs +o the SUPermarke-t
on the other side of the d\)ar‘rmeh-f buil&ihs. But

T knew the nearest SUPermarke‘f was almost five

miles away in the opposite direction, so we said

we'cl siVe )ner a ride.




The oh|7/ condition was that she had 1o ride in
the back because T had alread)/ called sho+3uh

o9l

We Jro?Ped the woman off at the SUPermarke‘r,
and then we went home. When we walked in the
door, T was Pre++7/ excited to tell Mom about my
sood deed. T told her about the |ad7/ and how
we gave her a ride 4o the SUPermarke'f a few miles

from Leisure Towers and saved her a lot of walkihs.
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But Mom said there was a brand-new suPermrkﬁ
a block away from Leisure Towers and the woman
had ‘probably been \\eadihs THERE. So that
meant we droP?ecl her off five miles from where
she was +r7lih3 to 90, and now she didnt have a
wo\y to get home.

£

Mom said we had o get back in the van and
see if we could find the |ad>/, so we went to the
SUPermarkﬁ where we Jro?\)ed her off. But a

cashier told us shed a|read7/ finished her shoﬂ)ihs
and left.

We eVeh+un||)/ found the lady walkihs a|oh3 +he
Hskwo?/ with her groceries.
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We 4ried to offer her a ride back 4o Leisure
Towers, but this time she wouldnt get in +he van.

1 guess s‘we must Ve co\lled ‘H\e local TV station to

re?or-f us once she 3o+ home ) because that hish‘l'

we were on 'H\e news.

TEENS ARE KIDNAPPING
RESIDENTS OF LEISURE

TOWERS. couLd YOUR
GRANDMOTHER BE NEXT?
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This_school vandalism +Hh3 seems a LOT more
serious, -H\oush. Lucki|7/ +\\e eyewi-hr\ess ske-kkes n
+he paper didnt rea"y look like me and Row|e7,
so T +\'\ou3\'\+ maybe wed be OK. But when T
got to school, all o\hyohe wanted to talk about
was who was behind the green blobs.

The school had a general nssembly in_third period,
and the topic was the so-called 3raf-fi+i on the
front of the school. Vice Prihci\)d Roy said someone
had s?ray-‘)aih‘l'ed the front wall and he was sure

+he perpetrators were students at our school.

He said someone in the auditorium knew who was
resvohsible and that it was terrible to live with a
"3ui|+)/ conscience.. Then he said he was gohna put
a locked box in the cafeteria 4o make it easy for

someone to leave an ahohymous +i?.

144



At lunch T could ell Row|e7l was reou“)/ freakihs
ouvt, so I reminded "\im ‘H\cﬁ 'H'\is “vandalism"
+¥\ih3 was a lot of ba|ohe7 and we didn+t renlly
do ahyﬁxihs wrong. But Row|e7/ said if he got a
crimnal record, he wouldnt be able +o get into
college or get a Job and +hat his whole future
would be ruined. T+ took a while, but eVeh+ual|7/
T convinced him o Just s+a7/ cool and wait for
+he whole ﬂ\ihﬁ +o blow over.

After lunch the POLICE came to the school, and
Vice Prihci\)al Roy/ started calling kids down o the
front office one b)/ one. A+ first T was worried
someone had identified us, but then T realized Vice
Prihci\ml Roy was ohl)/ calling the names of the

worst troublemakers.
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That's when T knew ‘l*}\ey didnt have any real

evidence, and T started o relax.

— DENNIS ROOT, PLEASE REPORT
® TO THE FRONT OFFICE.

At recess a kid named Mark Ramon told us what
}\a??ehed w}weh }xe went in for c{ues+iohih3. ‘ﬂxe
police had a machine that +¥\e>/ said was a lie
Je+ec+or, and -H'\e)/ claimed i+ was {ool‘aroo{, so
+here was no Poih+ n {ibbihs.

[ &

B

Mark said it was Pre‘H')/ obvious the “lie detector”
was reqlly Just a P)no-foco?ier. But whenever Mark
said someﬂxihs +he ?olice didn* like, Sersearﬁ Peters
hit +he "coyyn button and out came a piece of paper.
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He’s lying.

T guess +he Police eVeh+uo\||7' gave up, because
after lunch Vice Prihci?al Ro)l s+o‘>\>ed calling kids
down to the front office. So T -fiha"y feel like
were off +he hook.

Wedhesdax

When I 30+ to school +o&a7/, I ﬂ\ous\ﬁ +he
green Jye incident was +o+q||)/ behind me. So T
was ?re++>/ surPrisecl when T heard MY name on

'H\e loqu?eaker Jurihs morhihs ahhouncements.

= < GREG HEFFLEY, REPORT
(@)= 73 Vice PRINCIPAL ROY'S
OFFICE IMMEDIATELY.




T walked into Vice Pn’hci\vd Rofs office, and he told
me to take a seat. He said he knew T was one of
+he "cu|Pri+s" res?ohsible for the green blobs and
asked me if T had ah7f+)nih3 +o say for mysel\(.

T looked around the room for +he lie detector
mchihe, but T didnt see it, and T decided m)l
best move was o Jus+ kee‘) quie‘f or ma)lbe ask

for a |aw7/er. Then Vice Prihci‘)al Roy \)u”ed a
Piece of paper out of the ahohymous-h") box and
showed it to me.

Mo omd ij/m% Nz@@%
NOW Jtﬂw, ACF\OGQ.
A" of a sud&eh, eVer)/‘l'th mcle sense.
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Rowley confessed, but he ke\)‘l' himself anohymous.
T don*t know if Row|e7/ did i+ that way on
purpose or if Re's Just a total doofus, but T'm

suessiha its door number two.

T didnt see any reason to Plcx}/ dumb at that
Poih‘l’, so I told Vice Prihd\)al Roy 'l*}'\e w}\o|e
story. T told him about the signs and how the
rain made the poster board bleed and how we
‘)ahickecl and ran.

Vice Prihci?al Roy -ﬂ-\ous\‘rt about it for a while,
and then he told me T shouldve come clean
earlier. He said he was gonna have o give me a
Puhishmerﬁ to make sure T learned my lesson and
said that after school T had +o scrub +he green
d}/e off the wall with bleach.

‘ﬂxeh }\e gave me a c}\oice.
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He said T could name my "co-cohsPircﬁ'or" or T

could Just +ake the Puhis\\melﬁ myseh[.

Let me +ell you, +hat was not an easy one. T
rea||7 wanted to stick it 4o Rowley for writing my
hame on that piece of paper, but T also didnt
see the point in both of us getting in trouble for
SOme‘l'Hhs that T basically Jraesed him_into.

So T decided +his time around T7d Jus+ +ake one
for the team.

Ahci i Row|e7 3e+s into a soocl co||e3e or 3e+s

some dream Job later on, T }\o?e he remembers +o
thank me.
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T+ +ook me two hours 4o scrub +he green d}/e
off the wall 7es+erdd7/, and it was hard work. T
tried o 3e+ Vice Prihci‘:al Roy to 3e+ me a few

steel wool PaJs so we could sPeed 'H\ihas alohs,
but Ke told me T needed +o stick with the bleach.

T {ihqlly got home around 5:00 p-m-, and there
was a note on the front door. When T read it,
T almost ?assed out.

Town Police
Department

=~
\®))

J>

(e came by, but
{A./Lanﬂcamz,
bach Lator.

zgjt.Pm

T couldnt BELIEVE Vice Prihci‘)al Roy gave

me up ‘o ﬂ\e Police. I 'ﬂ\ous\'\'l‘ we were gonha
kee‘: -ﬂ\is between us and +\'\a+ once I served m7/
Puhis)nmeh‘h it was over and done with.
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Al T know is, T cant go to Jail. This year -ﬂxey
+ook our class on a “Scared S+rai3}\+" field trip to
+he local prison. ﬂ\ey had these prisoners talk 4o
us about what their lives were like in Jail, and it

red||7l freaked eVerybody out.

DON'T MESS UP, OR
|| YOULL END UP IN
N\ HERE LIKE US!

But i+ wasnt the idea of beihs locked up +hat
scared me. 1+ was the fact that the toilets in
+\\e cells are ris}ﬁ out In ‘H\e open.

il
o
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T have a HUGE issve when it comes to ?riVacy.
T+s bad ehoua}\ at school when you come back

from 'ﬂ'\e baﬂ\room ahd eVeryohe wants to know
all the details.

—

TVe never ac+ua||7/ broken the law before, but
when T was little T THOUGHT T did. /ﬂ\e)l
used to have +this ‘H\ihs at my stermarkeJr called
+he "CuPcake Club,” where +)ne7 gave a free
cuPcake to everyone under eish'f years old. T had a
members%i\) card and eVeryﬂxihs.

(CUPCAKE s |
CLUB

() |l
W =
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Well, T ke?-’r -hkihs a cuvcake even AFTER T

+urned eis\'\‘f, and eVer7/ time T did T ‘H’\ous\'\'!'
T was gonha 3e+ busted. /ﬂweh +his one time an
alarm went off at the EXACT moment T bit into

a s+rawberr>/ frosted cu‘)che with s‘)rihkles.

Lookiha back, Tm Vre*Hy sure what \\aﬂ)ehed
was that someone acci&eh‘l’a"y +ri\>Ped the fire

alarm or SOrne-H\ihs, but T was convinced i+ was
for me and that the cops were gohhd swoop. in

and \)|qce me under arrest.

So T made a run for it. Luckﬂ)/ Mom found me
a few streets qwqy, because as far as I was
cohcerhed, I was a fueih'Ve and had started rv?/

life of crime.
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But this vandalism +¥\ih3 was a whole lot more
serious than the CuPcake Club e‘)isode. So when
Mom got home with Mahhy, T didn* tell Ker
about the note.

The person T was rea||7/ worried about was DAD.
T havent been on his 3ood side la+e|7/. Tn {fact,

+his morning we had an incident T'm sure he's still

sore over.
T was qs|ee\7 when T heard someone khockihs oh

the front door, but T didnt wanna get out of
bed to answer it.
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T was Bo?ihs whoever was there would Just go

away and come back later.

<
e
*'%
)
W
%
.

NOCK
ock
{
| | o  —

But the khockih3 30+ louder and |oucler, and
+he person out there was acting like a maniac. T
buried m7/se|1[ in_my covers and Just Praye& +hat

whoe\/er it was wouldh’i’ khock ﬂ\e Joor dowh.

P

T +\\ou3}\+ about callih3 +he Poh'ce, but then T
remembered T was a wanted man and that T4
have 4o deal with this Problem on my own.
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EVeh+uo\||7/ T got brave ehoush to go downstairs
and Srab a baseball bat out of +he garage to
protect myself.

|/

Then it got quiet, and T pulled +he curtain

back +o see if the person was still out there.
But T was sur?rised to see DAD s+ahdih3 on
the front step.

He had So-Heh his tie stuck in the door and had
lef+ his keys ihside, so he Jus+ needed me to open
it to let him loose.
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So T'm sure Dad is ready +o sh’? me off to
JuVehile detention the first chance he gets. Th
fact, if he's home when the Police come, he'll
ProbaH)/ hand me over into their cus+od7/ without
ba-H'iha an eye.

T

T4 turns out T dont have to worr>/ about Dad—
at least not for the next +weh+7/-four hours.

T+ started showing PreHy hard around dinner
+ohi3\'\+, and Dad called Mom o say it was too

thserous for Nim 4o drive }'\ome, so he was gonha

s+a7/ oVerhisH* in a hotel near his office.

That means Tve got until tomorrow to {isure out

m7l next move.
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T+ looks like Tl Kave more time than T ‘H’\oush‘h
T+ snowed all hish‘h and 57/ the time T woke up

+\-\is morhihs +"\e show was ﬂ-\ree feet \wis\\. ’ﬂ-\e)/

even cahceled SC"\OO‘.

APPareh-H)/ were in 'l'\'\e middle of a BLIZZARD.

Rowley ac+ua||7/ called last his}ﬁ to tell me we
were SUP\Dosed to 3e+ a ton of show, but I didnt
believe \'\im.

EVery year around +this time, Rowley calls +o
tell me there’s a )nuse snowstorm coming, and
he's a|wa7/s wrohg. His fo\mily +q\>ed one of +hose
hohday s?ecio\|s a few years ago, and the his}vl'
‘H’\e)l recorded i+ a “severe weather” warning was
on the bottom of the screen.

159



So now the weather warhing is a_permanent part

of the recordihs.

BLIZZARD ALERT: 2-3 FEET OF SNOLU EHPECTED

EVery +ime Row|e>/ watches that }'\olic}ay s?ecial,
he calls me up and tells me a blizzard is coming.
T used to fall for i+, but T s+oP\>eJ believihs him
after he called me in a panic when he watched +he

sPecial over summer Vacation.

Q [
Z7INN
.

So it looks like we're snowed in. Ordihan'\)/ T
would be reall)/ \\qﬂ)y to be stuck in the house,
because it would give me a 3004 excuse o P|a7/ Ne+
Kritterz all Jay long.
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But my account is locked thanks to Mahhy.

A few ddys ago Mom decided it would be a sood
idea to teach Mahhy how to use the computer,

so she let him P‘“}' on my Net Kritterz account
while T was at school. B}/ the time T 3o+ home,
Mahhy traded in eVeryﬂ'\ihs T ever earned in the
game for tokens and then blew all of +hem in the
Kritterz Kasino.
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And the worst part is +hat Mahh7/ somehow
fisured out how to chahse m7l PASSWORD , SO
how L cant even P‘“}' +he game and earn my
stuff back. For the past few Aa)ls Tve been
getting e-mails from Net Kritterz telling me T
heed o 3e+ back on 'H'\e site, but ‘H\ere's hoﬂ'\iha
T can do about it.
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Ahd if someﬂ\ihs Joesr\'-r c}mhse soon, I doh’-r
+hink my Chihuahua is gonha make it.
TO: Heffley, Gregory

FROM: Net Kritterz
SUBJECT: SOS!

Dear Gregory-

GREGORY’S LITTLE FRIEND
misses you!

Purchase more tokens
for your virtual pet
before it’s too late!

This isnt the oh|7/ Passwor& Mahhy has c"\ahsed,
ei‘H\er. He -Fisured out }'\ow +o mess wiﬂ'\ *H'\e
settings on our TV and c‘\ahsed +he "Parehhl
lock” feature.

The parental lock ‘H\iha is suP?oseJ to allow
parents to control what their kids can watch,
but Manny changed the settings so that the only
shows we can watch are HIS favorites. And he
won+ siVe up -H-se Passwor&, ho matter }xow much
we +r7/ +o bribe him.
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LET'S BE
BEST
FRIENDS!

Luckily T can still Play video games oh the TV.
But Mom J'us+ 3o+ +his exercise 9ame, and now she

UP!

s?ehds an hour a Jay usihs my s7ls+em.

When it 3o+ cold a few weeks ag0, Mom said she
wanted the whole fam'l?/ to use her exercise game
so wed s+a7l active durihs the winter. T +ried

it out, but T dont req||7 like to sweat while T'm
?lq)/ihs video games.
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The \Droblem is, the game kee?s track of how

much you exercise each Jd)/, so Mom was on my case
about not using it. But then T figured ovt T
could use the controller instead of rv?/ bo&y ) and
within a few days T had all the Hsh scores on

When Mom saw my \'\53"\ scores, she took it as a
Persohal c}m"ehse to beat them. T feel like T
should Proba“y come clean and tell her T cheated,
but she's a|read>/ lost five Pouhcls +r)/ih3 to get

on the leaderboard, so T +hink T Il do her a favor

and kee\) rv?/ mouth shut.
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Mom alwo?/s say’s T need 4o s?ehd less time on
the couch and more time beihs active. But the
way T seeit, Tm Jus+ cohserving my eheray for
later on. When all my friends are in their ei\g‘ﬁies
and their bodies are broken down, Tl Just be
getting started.

o~

This morhing Mom wanted to turn on the weather
channel 4o see when the blizzard was going to
end, but Mqhh)/ wash+ budaihs on the ?areh‘hl
lock, so she went into the kitchen and turned on
the radio.

The weather report said we could expect another
foot and a half oVerhisht which means this storm
isgohha break all +he records for our area b)/ +he
time i+'s finished.
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On the one hand T was Pre-Hy }mp\))/, because
that meant T Kad some more time 4o {isure out
w}m‘f +to Jo about +¥'\e Poh'ce situation. But I was a

litte worried, too. The snow was alread)/ up-to our

mailbox, and it wasnt S"\owihs any sigh of stopping.
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Mom wasn+ stressed out about ‘H\e show, ﬂ'\oua\'\.
She said i+ was a sood oP?or‘fuhi’ry to slow down
and relax and told me T should g0 down in the

storage room to get a Puzzle.

But there was no WAY T was getting a ?uzzle

from +the storage room. T have a bis \Dhobia
about Puzzles, and thats because once when T
30+ one out of the basemeh‘b T o?ehed +he box
and i+ was full of CRICKETS +hat had made a

nest in ‘H\ere.
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After lunch Mom said that even ‘l’}\ous‘-\ we were
gonha mMiss scl'\oo|, s\\e was_gohha make sure we
didnt {fall behind in our education. She said +hat
two hundred years ago all the kids went o school
in one classroom and +hat we could do the same

sort of ‘H\ihs in our house.

But if T was in the same classroom as a kid
Mahhy's age back in the old Ja)/s, T would have

gone bananas.




Sd‘l’ur‘da%

Las+ his\'d' Mom broush‘r up some stuff from the
basement +o kee\) us entertained. She found a

magjic set T got for my sixth birﬂxday, and all

the 4ricks were still in it.

I never rea”)/ ?layed wi-ﬂ'\ 'ﬂ'\e maic set because
I cou|dh’+ rqu 'H'\e Jirec‘l'iohs w}'\eh I 30+ it. But
+oJa7/ I read +\wrou3¥\ +he instructions and tried

a few tricks out.

Hole-in-the-Table Trick

Tell the audience there’'s a
magical hole in the table and that
you can prove it by pushing a
plastic cup straight throughit.

Put a piece of tinfoil over a plastic
cup and wrap it tight.

Slide the plastic cup toward you
and allow it to fall out onto your
lap. But don’t let your audience

see you do it!

e ¥

Slap down on the empty tinfoil
shell with your hand, standing
up at the same time.

The plastic cup
will fall out of
l your lap and
onto the floor,
making it seem
as if it has
passed through
the table! Voila!

(s

The first trick worked Pre'Hy well, and T had
Mnhh)/ believihs there was ac-hmll)/ a mdeicnl Nole

in_the +able.
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T rea"y wish T hadnt done that trick for
Mahhy, ‘H’\ous"\. When Mom was in the bathroom
was}\ihs her face, Mdhh)l got her 3|asses off the
dresser and brous\\‘l' them into the kitchen to +r7'
the trick himself.

‘Qgimm{: —

When Mom 30+ out of the bathroom to look for
Ker slasses, T had to tell her what ka‘)\)ehed.
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Mom is ?rqc-h'caﬂy BLIND without her glasses, so
she said me and Rodrick were gohha have +o \'\el\)
her out with l"\qhhy until Dad came home and she
could get a new pair. Rodrick said he had some
urseh-f homework assishmeh‘i's +o work on, and
he took off for the bqseme\rﬁ, |eavih3 me to deal
with Mahhy.

T had o brush Mahhy's teeth and tie his shoes,
and then T had +o make him breakfast. T \Doured
some milk in the bowl and then Jum?ed Mahhy's

favorite cereal on +°P‘

Well, Mahh)/ was upset that T ?oured the milk in
first, and he had a fit. He wanted a new bowl of
cereal since he said T did i+ in +he wrohg order.

But T didnt want o waste a Verx[ecl'ly 300& bowl
of cereal, so :[ refused to do it.
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Mom asked what was going on, and T told her
Mahhy was just beiha ridiculous. T ex\)ec+ed her 4o
back me up and ell Mahhy to just eat his cereal
+he way it was, but Mom said she wouldnt eat it
with the milk Poured in first, either.

Fa -
You know, back in the old da)/s adults were

resPec+eJ because of \\ow wise -H'\e?/ were, and

Peovle went +to 'H'\em +o \'\elv settle JisPu‘l'es.

FOR YOUR CRIMES, YOU

MUST REPAY YOUR
NEIGHBOR WITH THREE /\’)
HENS AND A ROOSTER. Gg;*




Nowqdays its a whole different world, and half
the time T wonder if grown-ups should reall)/

CAN YOU SHOW US
HOW TO WORK THE
MICROWAVE AGAIN?

-

be in c%arse.

ey

Mom went upstairs to take a shower, and after she
was finished she yelled down and said there were

ho towels in the bathroom. So T got one from the
linen closet and tried to give it to her. But the
handoff was +rick7/ because she couldnt see and T
was shuﬁihs my eyes as -h‘s\\-l' as T could.
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Later +hat morhing Mahhy had 4o use +he
bathroom, and Mom said she needed me to go in
there and kee? him “entertained.” But that's
where T PU+ rv?l foot dowh, because T knew what
she had in mind. Mth)l used to make Mom read
+o him while he sat on the \7°H7" but it Just

esca|a+ed from +’nere.

After Mqhhy was finished in the bathroom, Mom
said T needed to make him lunch. She said he likes
}\o‘f c}ogs, so I 3o+ one out of ‘H\e rem[riaera-l'or

and P“+ it in the microwave.

Mom +old me Mahhy is really fu’hicky about the
way \\is mustard goes on his hot dos, and she said
he likes a s+rm'3¥\+ line n'a‘ﬁ down the middle.

T didnt want a repeat of Mahh/s breakfast
meltdown, so T 4ried to make the line of mustard
as ?er'fec-H)l s+rai3\'\+ as Possible.
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T was pretty sure T got it right.

D

Mahh had another temper tantrum, +)nou3¥\

T ﬂ'\oua}ﬁ the line must not have been s+rms}\+
ehous\\, so ]: 3o+ a ha?kih ahd wiPed ﬂ\e mus+ard
off +o give it another ‘l'ry. But T guess Mqhhy
‘ﬂ\ous"\‘l' that hot Jos was tainted , So T Kad to

microwave aho‘l'\\er one.

This time T tried to be extra careful with the
mustard, but when T showed i+ +o Mahhy, it was

+he same exact result as before.

Mom asked me to describe how T was Joihs it,
and T told her T was making a s+rai3\\+ line of
mustard aloh3 +he |eh3+}\ of the hot dos.

174



This morhing at 10:00, Mom +old me o g0
downstairs and wake up Rodrick. But when T
walked down the basement steps, T could +ell

some‘ﬂ'\iha was serious|7/ wrong.

R /

<

% o s
T [ I

[

There was at least a FOOT of water covering

+the basement floor. T guess all that snow was
too much for the 3r‘ouhd +o hold and it caused
‘ﬂ'\e basement o ﬂood.

T +old Mom to come downstairs quick, and when
she did, she was REALLY vpset that a bunch of
our stuff was ruihed. But to be }'\ohes+ wi‘ﬂw )/ou,
+here were some 'l'\-\ihss ﬂoc\-h'hs in the water that
T didnt MIND getting wrecked.
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Mom kee?s a "memory box" for ead\ of us kids,
and mine was on -ﬂ\e bottom s\'\eh[, so it was
mos+|7 underwater. One of the ‘H\ihss that was in
+he box was ry ’Decl-we-Hihs calendar from when T
was eis\-rf years old.

Let me Jus+ say n my defense that there was
a Perfec‘rl)/ 300& reason w}\)/ T was wetting +he

bed back then. Th +hose Jays T drank a lot of
water before T went to sleeP at h53h+, and then
T'd have these craz?l dreams that made me need

+o 9o-
OUR HOSE 1S RIPPED!
HOW ARE WE GONNA
PUT OUT THE FIRE?

A
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T ‘["M“)/ {isured out what the issve was, but not
before T so‘l' five {rowrxy-che stickers in a row.

| MARCH
xle| &% @
KPS
ale]w " Xl®| %
SEEECL

AREEE

Some of the yearbooks from m7/ elemeh+ar7l school
da)/s were soakecl, but T didn*t mind -H'm'h either.

My fa’fﬂ\-srade yeqrbook was in_my memory box,
and thats the one where we were allowed to
choose whatever kind of backsrouhd we wanted for

our schoo| ?id’ure.

T was the oh|7/ kid in +the whole school who chose
“Na+tural Se‘H‘ihs."
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777

Haverly, Heath, Heffley, Henry,
Jordan Olivia Gregory Jared

T knew T should've Just gone with a resulqr
backsrouhcl, but Mom talked me into it when the

forms came }\ome 'From SC"\OO'.

PICK THIS ONE!
YOU'LL LOOK SO

RUGGED!

T dont really understand why Mom was so vpset.
Most of the stuff that got ruined was in the

bo\semeh‘l' {Ol" a_reason, Ghd +\'\a+'s because we

never USE i+. One of the ‘H\ihas Mom was rea||7/

sad about was a "SPooh carousel” Gammie gave us

fiVe or Six years ago.
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T +hink we were su?Posed 1o collect a spooh from
eVer)/ couh+r7/ in the world, but we ohl)/ got vp
to Canada.

T did feel \Dre++7l bad for Mom when she found
out one of the fnmily Pho‘fo albums got ruined. A
few years ago Mom got into scranookihs, and
she sPeh-i' a lot of +ime cutting out Pid’ures and
Joihs +hese really fahcy V\wo-l'o pages.




But there’s one page in that album T didn* like,
because Rodrick a|wa)/s teases me about it. T+t
the one where T had a breakdown before a POh)I
ride at the state fair.

Rodrick o\|wo\ys say's T was scared of the Poh)l,
but that's not trve at all. T was scared of the
vy HANDLING +he pony. but Mom cro\:‘?ecf
HIM out of the Pid’ure.
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Syeakihs of Rodrick, the ﬂoodih& didnt seem to
bother him at all. Tn fact, Tl bet if T hadn+
woken him up he wouldve ke\ﬁ sleeping even i his
bed floated up the stairs and out of +he house.

’ﬂ'\e rest of ﬂ\e Ja)/ was Pre‘H)/ awful. ﬂ\e water
n ‘H\e basement ke\ﬁ 3e+‘h'h3 Hsker, So we *m&
to make a bucket re|a7 line with some of Mahhy’s

sand ?ails.
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Dad called from his hotel room 4o check in on
us, and Mom told him what }\a??ehed. Dad said
he was really sorry he wasnt home to )nel\), but
$ome+\-\ih3 tells me he's OK with the way H\ihas
worked out for him.

v/

VAR I TR

all

T would LOVE 4o trade ?lqces with Dad ri3¥\+

how, because he's got a clean room and a kihs-size

bed all 4o himself.

Mom told me and Rodrick that since the basement
was ﬂoodecl, we re gonna have to share MY room.
She said it would be soo& for both of us to get
used to kavihs a "roomma+e," because it was ?rac-h'ce

for co”ese.
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Me and Rodrick shared a room this summer for

a weekend. We had +o s?ehcl a few Jays at
Gramma’s while Mom and Dad took Mnhh)/ 1o a
kiddie amusement Park. Gramma }\as a 3ues+ room,
so 1 fisured one of us would s|ee‘> on her couch
and the other would get +he guest bed.

But Gramma said the sues+ room was "occu?iecl ," so
we couldnt sleep there. She'd given the whole room
to Sweetie, +he dos we gave her. But 7/003 \‘\ardly
know he's the same Jos , because Gramma feeds him
so much he looks like a tick that's about 4o pop-

P —— }

P

Gramma said me and Rodrick could s|ee\> +03e+}ner
on the ‘Dullou‘l' couch she has in the livihs room.
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But that couch is covered in ?lqs‘n'c because she
Joesr\"f trust us kids hot o SP'“ SOMe'H'\ihs on it.

So me and Rodrick s‘>eh+ a w‘wo|e weekend s|ee‘>ih3
side b}/ side on a queen-size ?u“ou‘l' couch. T4 wake
up eVer)/ morhih3 n a Pool of sweat, and T dont

even know if it was Rodn’ck's or mine.

T pretty sure that in prison you sleep in bunk
beds, so if ﬂ\e)/ lock me up at least T Il have
a better sleePiha arrahgement than T did at

Gramma’s "rhis summer.
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Mohda?[

After twelve hours of s\-\arihs a room with
Rodrick, I,m -H\ihkihs of marc%ihs down 1o the
police startion and turhing myself in. Because there’s
ho Puhis}\meh‘f ‘H\e)/ can dream up +hat could be
worse than what Tm clealihs with at home.

Las+ his)n'l' Rodrick broug‘\‘l' a bunch of his stuff

from the basement and ?u+ it on my room. ’ﬂ\is IS
SUPPose& to be a +emPorar>/ livihs situation, but

Rodrick is treating it like a Permheh-f one.

Rodrick’s 3o+ his drum set on stacks of books to air
it out, and )m's dir‘l')/ cloﬂ'\es are EVERYWHERE.
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This morning when T was getting dressed, T put
oh a pair of boxer shorts that was sitting on my
dresser. But b)f the time T realized i+ was ac+ua||7/
Rodrick’s Jir+7 underwear, i+ was too late.

So until Mom did a load of |auhdr>/, T wore m)l

Halloween costume. T+ was uncomfortable, but at

least T knew for sure i+ was CLEAN.

‘ﬂ\is afternoon we were dowh n ‘ﬂ'\e basement

seeing if +here was ahyﬂxiha we could salw\ee
from the flood.
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T noticed Some'ﬂ'\ihs s+rah3e ﬂoqh’hs in_the water
n -H\e s+ora3e room, and w)neh I ?ickecl it up I

almost Passed out.

At first T thought it was a real baby, but then
T realized i+ was my |oh3-|os+ doll, Alfrendo.

[

A{'i'er all +his +ime, Alfrendo washt |ookih3 +too
sooc}. T +think a mouse mustve 3o++eh to \'\im, and
sPehdihs a Jay in_ the water didn+ hel\v, either.
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But in a weird way T was kind of 3|ad to see him.
T was |ivih3 with the suiH of |osih3 Alfrendo for
all these )/ears, and now 1 found out he was in

the house all aloha.

Th fact, T couldnt -figure out how he wound vp
in the storage room. But T realized it HAD +o be
Dad. He was hever rea||7/ on board with the whole
Jo" idea, ahd I,m sure }'\e 30‘1’ riJ of A|frehdo
when T wasnt |ookih3.

DOES ALFRENDO HAVE
A-RASH FROM BEING
IN HIS YUCKY OLD
DIAPIE TOO LONG?

T fisured T4 confront Dad about kidha\)?ihs m7/
doll wheh }\e 3o+ }\ome, but at +}'\e moment ]: }md

bisser +¥\ih35 +to worry about. ‘ﬂ\e first one was
w\m+ 1 was. gohha EAT.
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Over +the past few days we Ve been runhing low on
food ) and if ‘H’\is show doesnt melt quick ) I don+
know WHAT we're gohha do.

Mom was suV?osed to go grocery s\\o?‘)ihg +he dq7/
the blizzard hit, so we have less food than usual
+to besih wi‘ﬂ-\. She sm‘d were gohha \mVe to start

:

That could be a while, +)nou3h. The snow is Pile&
up three feet Hs‘\ asm'hs-f the front Aoor, so
were basica"y +ra\>‘>ed inside.

"ra+iohih3" until she can g0 back out.




And Rodrick is spoiling the food we DO have
lef+. He drinks milk s+rm'3\\+ from the carton, so
+here’s ho way Tm gonha +ouch that now.

GLUG
GLUG GLUG

Tm ac+ua||)/ kind of mad at qu, because if it
washt for him, wed have all +the milk we wanted.

A few years ago I won a contest at ‘l'}xe state

fair where you had o guess how much a baby 30a+

weis%ed, and +¥\e winher 30+ to take it home. I

suessed the wei3’n+ n'g}\‘l’, but Dad wouldnt let me
have the goat. And if we had that goat, T could

have a 3|o\ss of milk whenever T wanted.
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Mom found some burritos in the back of the
freezer las+t his\‘ﬁ’ and made them for dinner,
but ‘H\e)/ +asted fuhhy, so T wouldnt eat them.
Mom said T needed to eat SOMETHING, so T

had ke+c}w\> as my main course.

Mqhhy didnt seem to mind the burritos, but hell
eat just about ANYTHING as long as he's got
his favorite condiment on it. When Sweetie lived
wi‘l"‘\ us, }\e used o c\\ew on ‘H’\e furhi‘l'ure, So we
s?rayed it with this stuff called “Bitter Aﬂ)le
SPra)I" +hat Joss cant stand the taste of.

YUCK!
\V%

&

Bitter Apple

Spray —
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But for whatever reason, Mahhy LOVES +he
taste of Bitter A\:Ple SPray, and Yo this day he

vses i+ on almos+ eVeryﬂxihs he eats.

S‘:eakihs of Sweetie, T 3o+ So *\uhary +ocla7/ +hat
T was serious|7 ‘H‘\ihkihs about ea'h'hs some of the
clos treats T found in the back of our Pah’rry.

But Mom 4old me +he7/ have different standards for
mkihs dos food +han +¥xe7/ do for Peo\vle food, so
+hat s+oPPeJ me_from ea+ih3 “h)” at least for now.
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T cant believe T'm ?rqcﬁca"y starving here
while Sweetie is |ivih3 +he sood life at Grammas,

ehJoyihs her Nome-cooked meals.

T oh|7/ have myself to blame about the food
situation, -H\ous\\. We had o buhc’n of canned
food until a week before T}mhksaiviha, but ﬂ\eh
T gave almost ALL of i+ to the Food Drive at
school. T got rid of the ﬂ'\ihss T dont like 4o
eat, like yams and beets.
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But Tl bet whoever got our rejects is *\qvihg a
\)re‘H'y sood |aus\\ about it ris}ﬁ’ now.

T was starting to wonder whether +oo+h‘ms+e had
nhy nutritional value when T remembered T ac+uq||7/

DID ‘-\aVe someﬂ-\ihs edible n my c}esk c}rc\wer.

When Dad wouldnt let me take the goat home
from the state fair, Mom got me a giant
sobs-fo‘)‘)er to make up for it. T spent +he whole
fall working on that thing.
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T \[isure if we DO run out of food in the \'\ouse,
+hat 3obs+o??er will }\elP me survive at leas+

ahoﬂ\er week.

Tohish‘f +)ne e|ec+rici+7l cut out for a few seconds
and then came back on. Mom said there was a lot
of ice on the power lines and we were Probably

gonha lose our e\ec+rici+7 at some Poih‘h

She said if that }\a\)‘)ehed, we needed o kee\) +he
freezer door closed so the food inside didnt +haw

out and get ruined. She also said we'd need o
keeP ‘ﬂ\e doors +o 'ﬂ\e "\ouse s}w’r so we didh’i’ lose
oo muc)n \'\ea+.




Mahh)/ got REALLY upset, and whenever he
gets scared he hides in his room. One +ime when
Mahhy was youhser, T told Nim a witch lived in
our basement, and he got rea")/ s?ookec}. He went
missing for a few hours, but we eVeh+ua||>/ +racked

Hm Jowh +to )nis sock Jro\wer.

Mom was n'3¥\+ about the e|ec+rici+7/, because
fifteen minutes after her ?redic‘h'oh, +he power
cwt off and didn*t come back on. She 4ried +o call
the electric com\)ahy, but Ker cell \)‘\ohe ba-Her)/
was dead. EVery hour the +em‘>era+ure Jro‘)?ed
ahoﬂ'\er two or -H\ree dearees, and we \'\ad +o 3e+
a blanket 4o kee? ourselves warm.

CHATTER CHATTER

oAt Wical
‘—‘H 1L | - B
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Mahhy Just s-l'q)led in his room the whole ime,
and ‘L'm sure he was scared out of Hs mind. I was

ac+ua||y Vre++7l worried myseh[.

When you)re used o \wavihs e|ec+rici+7l and then all
of a sudden its taken away, you're {)asically Just
one step away from beih3 a wild animal. And with
ho \)\'\ohe or TV, we were +o+a||7 cwt off from the

outside world.

I would Ve felt a lot better if our street was
\)lowed, because then wed at least be connected to
the rest of civilization. But T'm sure the Show?|0w

suy IS gonhna come o our street last, because ever

+ime he comes up our hill Ke 3e+s ambushed.




There reql|7l wasn+ any point in s+a7ih3 awake, so
T Jus+ went to bed, and Rodrick followed me into

the room a few minutes later.

T+ was freeziha cold, and T remembered a s-l'or)l
I read in a maaazihe about -H-\ese two auys w\-\o
were stranded out in the wilderness and had 4o

share a s|ee‘>ih3 bag +o conserve body heat.

T looked over at Rodrick and -H\ous\'ﬁ' about it
for a secoh&, but then T decided my JiahH')/ was

more_important to me +han s+ayih3 alive.

Al T can say.is, Pn‘soh's gotta be a lot better
than THIS. T'm \)re‘Hy sure -H\e)/ guarantee you

warm cell and three meals a Jay, so when the Police

do come back, believe me, I’H be ready o g0.
199



‘UCSJG¥

When T woke vp +oda7/, T realized T'd somehow
lost Alfrendo again, but T wasnt oo vpset about
it. T was ?re++7/ )na?‘))/ to be reunited with my

doll 7/es+erda>l , but it hasnt been easy Pickihs up
where we left off.

SO, UH...WHAT’S
BEEN GOING ON
WITH YOU?

This morhing T noticed i+ was showing a lot less,
but the e|ec+rici+7/ was still out, and Mom said
we were Jus+ gonha have 4o a&a?‘l* to our new

crcumstances until -H\e show mel‘l'ed.

She said T hadnt showered in a few days and T
couldnt live like a “savase." T ‘)romiseé Mom T7d
bathe TWICE a day once the e|ec+rici+7/ came

back on, but s}\e made me g0 U\>$+m’rs to take a
shower qhywa)/.
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The water was freezihe cold, and the ohl)l towel
in the bathroom was one Mom used 7/es+erday. So
T had 4o dr)/ myseh( with some gavze T found in
+he cabinet under the sink.

o

(=)
= Caog

After T got dressed, T heard a knock on

the front door. T +¥\ou3¥s+ maybe the ?oh'ce

had fiha“y come to take me away, and T fel+
Jizzy. But when T looked out +he window T saw
ROWLEY s+ahclih3 ﬂ\ere, and he had SOmeﬂ'\ihS
in_his hands.




T ‘l’}\ousH‘ Rowley had come +o RESCUE us. But
when T o?ehed +he door ) he told me he brous}ﬁ us
C’nris+mas cookies, and ﬂ\eh he asked me if I wanted
+o come outside and ‘:|a7/. T +old Nim he was out of
his MIND and asked him how his family was Surviving
without ah7' e|ec+rici+7l, but he looked confused.

Rowley said his {amily still had e|ec+rici+7/ and
eVeryohe else on the street did, too. And sure
ehoush, T could see ?eo?k,s Christmas |i3¥'\+$ on
up and down the street.

CHATTER
CHATTER

()

[ T 111

Then Row|e7/ asked me if T wanted to make a

showman. 1 slammed the door shut, but oh|7/ after
T \\el‘)ed myseh[ +o a few cookies.

T +old Mom what Row|e)/ said about the elec+rici+7/,
and she told me +o 90 down to the basement to see

if +¥\ere was someﬂxihs wrohg wiﬂ\ our {use box.
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When T oPehed it up and looked at +he circuit
breaker, )\ere,s wha+ I found—

T

=

'n\e oh|7/ swi‘rc‘\ 'H'm‘l' was ON was ‘H\e one for

Mahhy's room.

T ran upstairs, and when T oPeheJ Mahhy’s door
T got a blast of heat. Mdhh)/ was_sitting there

with a space heater, a Pile of food, and a bunch
of OTHER stuff, +oo.




When ﬂxihas 30+ bacl, Mahh)/ must Ve \(isurecl it
was eVery man for himself. T +hink he wouldVve let
the rest of us freeze o death as |oh3 as HE had

ehoush ‘o survive.

Mom asked Mdhhy w}\y he cut off the power o
the rest of the house, and he started blubbering
+hat i+ was because no one ever +au3¥\+ him how o
+ie his shoes.

@

While Mom dealt with Mahhy , T went down

to the basement and switched on the circuit
breakers for the rest of the house. The
e|ec+n'ci*l7/ came back on, and ﬂ\e furnace kicked
in. A few minutes after that, Dad called. He
said the hishwnys were clear and that he was

comin )\ome.
9
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T looked out the window and saw the ?low coming

up-our hill.

Mom said it was a “miracle” that Dad was aonna

9
be Nome for C‘-\ris+mas EVC, but to be hohes+ wiﬂ\
you ) T had +o+a||7 forso‘H’eh what 407/ it was
until that moment.

Dad Picke& up some food on the wq7/ home, and the
rest of us ate like a Pack of wolves. And let me
Just say, T never take food for Srah-i’ed again.

Mom said s}\e was gohhad go out with Dad o ‘h‘)l
and find a Place +hat was open +hat sold 3|nsses.
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Before she lef+, Mom asked me to take a present

down 1o the police station for the Toy Drive and
§ 4

?u+ it in the outdoor bih, because +oJa7/ was the

las+ Jay you could turn a 351[-1' in.

But T wasnt too eager to show m7/ face at the
Police station, and T REALLY didnt need to
S\?ehd Christmas in Jail. T knew T4 let some kid
down if T didn*t 4urn in our Preseh'h +\'\ou3\'\ , SO
T found a ski mask in our closet and headed out.

T+ took forever 4o get to +he ?olice station, and
T crawled the last +weh+7 feet to the bin Jus+ to
Pld)’ it safe.
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Once T knew the coast was clear, T stood vp and
+ossed the Preseh+ in the bin.

s e [ o[ T o 3.
Jjol I P B L o

O o
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Then T 4urned around and headed home. But
when T walked b}/ the church, T remembered
50me+}-\ih3. T had filled out a request for the
Givihs Tree, and T asked whoever 30‘!’ m7/

theloPe to leave m7/ cash under the recyclihs bin

behind the church.
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The church \qukihs lot+ was covered in show.
T was Pre‘Hy sure the recydihs bin was buried

somewhere behind ﬂ\e c}wrc}\, but I didnt know
+he exact sPo+.

Luckily there was a shovel leaning up against +he
wall, ahd I s+ar+e& Jissihs to fihd -ﬂ'\e recydihs
bin. But it wasnt in the place T ‘H\oua\\‘l' i+ would
be, and T ended vp clearing ovt a HUGE area
|ookih3 for i+.

o

T wish the church had a hose attached 4o +he back
of +he ’ouildihs, because that wouldve made the Job
9o 4 lot easier. T was ?re‘H'y JesPera'i'e to find
‘H’\c\‘i' the|o‘>e, because I fisured if I was. gohha
start m7 life on +\'\e run, I could rea||7/ use a bia
wad of cash +o get me b)/ for the first few weeks.
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But when T (ihall)/ found the recyclihs bin, there

was ho thelo\)e beneath it.

T was ‘)re-H'y bummed on the walk back home, and
T forso+ all about beihs careful not to be seen.
So T was +o+a|l7/ uh‘yre?ared when T got o my
front door and a Police car Pu”ec{ in the JrEVewo\)/
ris}ﬁ behind me.

T 'ﬁ\ousH this was it for me, So T ran inside
and locked the door. But when +he Police knocked,
Rodrick let them in.
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T+ wasn+ reqll)/ the same. But T +hink Dad was
Pre++7l "\d??}l he didnt have “hf wraP?ihs paper

+o clean up-

After T was done with the 3if+s in the 4rash

bo\s, Mom handed me a wra\)?e& present that she
saic} was from HER.

T+ was my “Tower of Druids” 3ra\>}nic novel, so T
was a little confused. Mom said she felt bad about
{orsihs Kehhy Centazzos au+03ra?)-\, so she
found out where he was appearing a few weeks

ago and 30+ my/ book sished for real this time.
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She said she had to wait in line for three hours
but she was \m\)?y to do it for me.

PLEASE WRITE,
“TO MY BIGGEST
FAN, GREG."

(o

—

But based on whn-l"s written in m)/ book how ,
T suessihs Kehh)/ Centazzo didn+t hear m7/

hame correc+|7/.
g
i G

HoPequy T can find a rich avy hamed Crau's who's
reall)/ into srq?\'\ic novels so T can sell i+ 4o him
for a Pile of cash.
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Rodrick got a snare drum and some drumsticks,
and Mahhy got a bunch of +o7/s and a pair of
sneakers. Even +}\ou3}\ Mom +au3¥\+ Mahhy how
+o tie his shoes 7/es+erda7, it looks like he'd
Pre\(er +o have her do it for him ahyway.

After we were done opehing presents, Mom said it
was_time to go to church. T 4old her we couldn
90 because we didh"l' }'\GVe ahy clean cloﬂ\es ‘o wear,
but that's when she ‘)u“ed out three last 35{‘!’5.

SANTA GOT ALL
THREE OF YOU BOYS
V-NECK SWEATERS!
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T really like to sPehd Christmas in my_pa jamas,
and the second you put on dress clothes, it feels
like i+'s over. So T decided o put my clothes on
OVER my P9 jamas and Pick up where T left off
once we got back home. But i+ was a mistake 4o
wear flannel pajamas underneath corduroy pants

ahcl a V-heck sweater for a +wo-¥\our service.

AHer we 3o+ }\ome from c}wrck, I went u?s-h:irs
to chahse. T qc+ua||7/ had Puddles of sweat in

rn)/ shoes, so I \\ad +to emP‘I’y +’nem out in -H\e
bd'ﬂ'\room sink.

\/\"\eh 1 30+ downstairs -H-\e hewspaper was oh
the kitchen table, and here's what was on +he
front page—
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The Daily Herald

Umdentlﬁed Do-Gooder Clears the Way

Unselfish Act Allows Soup
Kitchen to Open

The blizzard that crippled the town and shut down
many basic services threatened to cancel the soup
kitchen, which many less fortunate individuals rely
on for a hot meal on Christmas. But an unidentified
juvenile spent his Christmas Eve shoveling out the

church sidewalk to make sure that didn’t happen.
See MYSTERY, A2

Well, +he hewspaper didnt exacﬂy get +he s+or7/
rislﬁ, but T'm not gonha com‘Dlaih. Tn {fact,
+hat article ihsPireJ me to put out a new edition
of the "Neishborhood Tattler.” And Tl bet we
can sell a TON of co?ies.

"The Neighborhood

TATTLER

The Tattler can exclusively report that
the mysterious do-gooder who
shoveled the church sidewalk on
Christmas Eve is none other than our
very own editor in chief, Greg Heffley.
“I just wanted to do the right thing,”
said Heffley when asked why he decided
See HERO, A2
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Greg Heffley is in big trouble. School property has been
damaged, and Greg is the prime suspect. But the crazy
thing is, he's innocent. Or at least sort of.

The authorities are closing
in, but when a surprise
blizzard hits, the Heffley
family is trapped indoors.
Greg knows that when the
snow melts he’s going to
have to face the music,
but could any punishment
be worse than being stuck
inside with your family for
the holidays?
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